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The disciples have returned to Galilee. Whethey there because (as
in Mark’s Gospel) the Easter messenger at the etopt told them that is
where they would see Jesus, or they are there becaas the days and weeks
have passed -- they have concluded there was gatione they could do in
Jerusalem. It is very likely that they thitile whole thing is over!

For whatever reason, Peter lggsie home Galilee is where the Jesus-
movemenbegan Here is where he and Andrew, together with Jamds an
John, had left their boats and their nets and bbBalAfed Jesus, to become
"fishers of men." But that was some three years ago.

"We have found the Messiah!they had exclaimed when we first met
them in John’s Gospel (John 1:41).

Their hopes ran high as they responded to hisar@pping their nets
and moving out among the villages. Jesus andhhdystirred up the
people. They gathered a crowd. Here, in Galilegy saw Jesus’ healing
miracles and heard his inspiring words. Here,henshore of this same Sea
of Galilee,they had seen Jesus feed five thousand peopth five loaves
of bread and a couple of fish. They had felt tk@tement of the crowds.

Then, to their astonishment and dismay, thingsextacoming apart.
First, along the journey to Jerusalem, Jesus hddlsat the people would
reject himkill him) just as they had the other prophets God had sehein.



Then, even more strangely, was the way Jesus attadir last Seder
Supper (communion) meal togethas, if he would never see them again
saying that his body would be broken, his bloodishEhe men and women
disciples would becattered he said|ike a flock without a shepherd By
one of them he would be betrayed. All of them wido¢ afraid. So he said.

Peter replied’No way! He’d be there, even if it meadying at
Jesus’ side!”(Mark 14:29) What happened after that was too horrible to
think about.

Peter still wept silentlyvhenever he thought of the three times he
denied knowing Jesus! Histentionswere good, but he made a bad
decision when it came time to speak up. His astibat night (his three
denials) only added to his grief and guilt.

They had given up their jobs (their place in spgito follow a dream
of “changing the world” for the better -- for abtéy, for God! -- but it
turned out to beo much more difficulthan they had expected. Now they
came homeso muchlessthan theythought theyoughtto be.

And now that they're on the beach back home inéggalwhat was
there to do? What was there to say? Youtbed, depression came with
them. Their lack of direction... Their inability torfd the energy to deal
with their pain, their grief, their guilt, the alma® of Jesughe silence of
God. Their dreams had been betrayed; they had failed.

Peter was getting no bettesrtting in the sand on the shore of Galilee
than he had been while hiding in the locked UppmaoR. Something had
to be done! Maybe that's what jolted Peter into action as fhoint in the
story: he just couldn't stand to keep on thinking about athad gone
wrong...about what he had done!

"I'm going fishing!" he said, and the others followed. Doing some-
thing -- anything -- always feels better than sgtand stewing. Hanging a
"gone fishing" sign in the window is as good as ather activity, | suppose.
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Probably there was reassurance in the familiardetile nets and the smell
of the sea.

The seven men fished all night and failed to cateything! That may
also have been familiar -- causing a chuckle orawthey recalled other
luckless nights. A sense @&ja vumay have struck Peter, Andrew, James,
& John, for it had been after just such a nightsfrated & fatigued, that
Jesus had first called them to follow higke 5:1-11, Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20)

As dawn broke, and they rowed themselves backdresh friendly
voice called out'Any luck?"

"Nope. Either they're not biting, or we're out aaptice. We've tried
everything, all night; no luck."

"Put your nets down off starboard -- the right side here in
shallows, here in the morning light

They did... and an incredible tug on the net astoed the men. They
jerked into frantic action. One stood up to lookshore to see what expert
fisherman had called out to them.

"It is the Lord!" he exclaimed. That got Peter so excited hieat
jumped into the wate& swam to shoreThe stranger met them with a fire
already lit, grilling some fish for breakfast.

If this is the “Risen Christ,'hever has he appeared more “ordinary”
than in this story! This is not a miracle, no glowing white robe,display
of wounds, no display of divinityChrist is eating breakfast on a beach
with seven fishermen. How much more ordinary cain get!?

When we fail to recognize Jesus in our midst mdlgags why.
We’'re looking for something special, unique, pdwerdramatic,out of the
ordinary! But Christ appears at our mastinary times, and that'svhat
makes all life holy. God is manifest to us in thelst of ordinary daily life,
because that is where we need Christ the mosiurldepression, our worry.
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This stranger on the beach had some bread.asusin a nearby
hillside three years earlier) Jesus had blesseddaves & two fish and
passed them aroundjust as in the Last Supper, Jesus had taken some
bread, blessed it & broke it, sayin@his is my body, broken for you."

Suddenly it all began to fit together: their dallfollow, to become
fishers of men; the symbols of fish & bread; th& & raising the dead.
They realize thait is not over until they decide it is ovelf Jesus Christ
comes to them in the midst of their most ordinanyvéties, when he is least
expected, then he vgith themalways!

Their failures and guilt can be transformed ingsfmess and success,
if they start up again. There is something albetSpirit of Godwhich has
triumphed over deathhat reawakens these broken men and feeds their
spiritual hungerthanks to this quite ordinary stranggfthis beach-comber)
who has grilled some fish for breakfast... and wivites them to join in!

Take note that Jesus came to the discipléte didn't stay behind in
Jerusalem, waiting for them to come looking for hinHe wasn’t waiting
for them to make sacrifices of “atonement,” or tegent of their sins,”
before he would approacldesus doesn't wait for them to come to hinmor
to the Temple, to confess their sins. He doeseth @vait for them to call

upon his Namelesus takes the initiative & comes to therThe church
should do the same! We needgtmwhere we are needed, not just wait\isitors)

And he comes to them peace He doesn’t saylook, fellas, what
I've done for you. Look what I've had to endureyonir behalf!” He
doesn’t thrust his nail-scarred hands into theefaand make them grovel
In remorse. He doesn’t even bring up the pastlasies about what they are
doingnow. He asks‘How'’s it going?” He simply comes alongside them.

Jesus reaches out to them, and gives them whah#gesl, in spite of
theirfailings and deeplisappointments He comes to them like a bridge
between their hopes and their sad reality, betwdeat they ought to be
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and whathey actually turned out to beJesus does the same for us. He
comes to meet ushere we are, just as we are...

| am tempted to leave it at that. Jesus comas to the midst of our
most ordinary and uninspired lives, right where Banv we need God the
most, with no condemnation, but fully forgiven amidh hope for the future.
But this is not yet the end of the story. For Pdteere was something else -
- his three denials! -- a stno great(in his mind), impossible to forgeho
big to forgive-- a stumbling block that Peter, “the Rock”, cautdseem to
get over..couldn'tget pastwithout some help.

After they atePeter had to face it.But he couldn't bring it up on his
own. In that, I'll bet Peter is like us: we donamt ourreal needs, our deep-
est failings, to bé&nown. We’d rather carry them inside, imbedded in pain.

Jesus' spirialready knowsour deepest need, before we even ask; so,
Jesus again takes the initiatt®mon Peter,son of John do you love
me?"

| can imagine how pained Peter's face must hage as he looked at
this stranger, who reminds him of Jesus -- the vas/he hadenied know-
ing, deniedfollowing. We can imagine something passing between them
like these thoughts:
"Do | love you? Lord, | betrayed you.lI'know you did.
"l denied you three times.I'know you did.
"You mean you don't reject me? You don't castffif&' o
No, Peter, | love you. Now, would you mind answeyimy
guestion?

For Peter, Jesus' invitation to join in the picoincthe beach is more
than just a sign adicceptance.lt is a sign of higorgiveness.His story is
for usall. This Easter appearance of Jesus assuresate tio matter what
we have done, no matter where we have gone, nemntatv “bad” we think
we are --God loves us and forgives us.



Again, I'm tempted to end right there with thats@el messagé&od
accepts us and forgives uBut the story itself doesn't end even here; and
the impact of this third (and final) Easter appeaaedoes not stop there for
Jesus' disciples. Not for Peter, especially, oous...

The antidote for Petertbree denialgs three new opportunities to
state his love for Jesus.

| recall the story of a man who told his bridetbair wedding day,
"l want you to know: I love you. That's what thisezemony is all about. And |
don't expect to have to tell you again! If anythgnchanges, I'll let you know."

For Peter to say that “he loves Jesus” just ¢one time) would be
enough tcstate the facts "for the record.To say it a secontime would
underscore it. But Jesus knew ttlake timeswas needed for Peter's
penanceto purge whatever residual resistance he hadlieviey the Good
News thatlesus knew of his denial@nd had neverthelefsrgiven him.
That isgrace undeserved good. Three times Peter statesvaeddo Jesus.

Unlike the groom in that storwe do need to put our love into words
with one anotheas well as into our deeds with one another. Whbiings
me to my final observation: Peter is given worklto "Feed my lambs;
tend my sheep."

Jesus hosted the picnic on the beach not jushéophysical and
emotional nourishment his disciples needed. Heeavdhto give them the
Gospel reassurance that they were accepted & v the purposeof
giving them direction and power tmntinuehis movement -- to serve.

By taking the initiative toward them & demonstraghis acceptance
of themby eating with them, Jesus freed the disciples frioeir disillusion-
ment and disappointment with themselves. Théeliinfg and their fears
simply didn't matter anymorelesus had forgiven thesg they could get
beyond themselveand begin to actwith confidence.Their low estimation
of themselves is irrelevankEorgiveness frees us to act with confidence!
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With forgiveness, Jesus freed the disciples frioenrésidual effect of
their sin (which is a remindéo usthat Christhas overcome sin!) such that,
ultimately, our mistakes, failures, betrayals, vgooings (yes, even our sin)
simply doesn't matter anymoreDon’t dwell on it(mea culpa)get ovent;

S0 you can get owith it, in God’s name!

No longer hobbled by guilty feelings, these sewam returned to
Jerusalem and began to speak out with new assurlloteself-assurance,
for now they spoken Jesus' nameyith the confidence gained throufpr-
givenesk They spoke God’s mind in God’s own Spirit! (Wéiear that
story next Sunday as we celebrate “Pentecost” thieday of the Church!)

Since Peter, who had fallen the hardest andfergs/en the most
was not likely to make any claims thereafter of ahguperiority he was the
best candidataowto tend the flock, to feed the others. Only wketter
"the Rock" had become a pile of Rubble, was heyéa@xtend acceptance
and forgiveness to others.

We, too, are invitethy Jesus to join that picnic on the beach in our
own day and in our own way. Jesus is the hosthandon't leave anybody
out from his table.

We, too, are accepted and forgivenJesus.Our failures and sins(as
well as those of others that have been directenhsigas)can be trans-
formed into goodby accepting the love of God, which is extendedrace
(unearned & undeserved) and claimed by faith.

The mission of Jesus' discipleas they now become his "apostles" --
his students have "graduated” (one might say) tiirahese several Easter
experiences and their consequent experience af/égss -is to gather
the scattered flock, feed the lambs, and tend teitlnealth & growth...

The mission continues in each of us: to proclairaur words and in
our actionsvhat Jesus'resurrection/restoratiormeans_to us. and what it
can mean to otherdn spite of our mistakes & disappointments; pites of
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the apparendefeatof what we believe in and what we hope for; irtespif
the apparentriumph of what isevil, harmful, & petty;in spite of all
evidence to the contrarthere is hopdeyond our wildest expectatidns
We are a resurrection peopleWe can look forward confidently, as we
work toward that daywhen God's dreams come tras, earth as it is in
heaven. Amen.




