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A “brooding” hen. It's a peculiar image for God, don'tuythink?

To “brood” (according to my Webster’s Dictionary}ds” sit onor incubate eggs; tproduceby
hatching; or tocoveryoung with the wings.”So, Jesus meant precisely that when he referrbauhtself
as one who desired to gather Jerusalem’s children todesha hen gathers hdsroodunder her wings.”
The offspring of an animal that are hatched and caregllfat one timeby one parent, or any group
having a common nature and origin, may be called a frecand that Old English word derives from
the Saxon (German) tertfBrueder” (translated brother’). We are all sisters &ruedersin one_brood (I
said that just to get a chuckle from our German semma@&tmistian Brost.)

Seriously, a “brooder” isne that broods..or, in farming circles, therooderis thatlightly heated
structureused for raising younfpwl. It's the incubator and hot-house nursery for batbgks & ducks &
geeseA brooder.

All that is well and good, if we weighicken farmers But we’re achurch, for goodness sake,
stuck in arurban environment... with pet cats and dogs, and iguana and hamstertpet chickenor
ducks! Whatelevancedoes a “brooding hen” have to do wahbr lives, our families, our problemsRev.
Lance, get a cluebon't talk word pictures: God as a mother hedeed!

Well, there is a secondary meaning to the word “breetiffooding -- and maybe that’s the
uncomfortable undercurrentvithin my sermon title.

According to Merriam-WebsterNew Collegiate Dictionaryif the verb “brood” is not useaf a
bird (to incubate, hatch, and cover with one’s wing), & igerb that means “to think anxiously or gloomily
about” (toponde), or “to sit quietly and thoughtfully” (toneditatg, or “to dwell gloomily on a subject”
(to worry), or “to be in a state of depression.” $m;brood” among usiumansis to ponder, meditate,
worry, or depress over thing§&edentaryactivity, the lot of them!Sitting around gloomy, anxious,
worried, depressed. (Frankly, there is moréhafkind of brooding going on around us than | care to
admit!)

Instead of feeling thpy of incubatingsomething new, and tipeasureof producing something
by hatchingt, and then feeling th&armth and the security of being coverégeneath the wings of a
brooding heri -- a mother hen who &0d, who comes to us in the person of Jesus, and who tamen
when we leave the nest -- we modern-day, urban, clgoirigy Californiansit around meditating,
pondering, discussing, withodbing much about it. We'rérooding! We're just not sure what we’re
supposed to bleatching.

We'reworrying... dwelling gloomily on what’s wrong... meditating ourselve®ia state of
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depression We spend more timgedentarythanambulatory, that is, there’s a lot motalk thanwalk.

Well, maybe not here at Seaside Church, becauseweeah@ong us several folks who come with
walkers, some come in wheelchairs, others on crutcBesnetime# is hard just to walk(right, Karen?
Bruce? Genevieve) and it has nothing to do withrental statewhich is stillfiring on all cylinders and
we’re just wishing our feebleodiescould keep up! That’s not what I'm talking about. To be staly
out ofnecessitystill allows the mind to expand.

Brooding is that temperament conducive to introspectiontemplativebut often a bitmoody
The overtones agloomyrather than merely thought-ful. Instead of behaviaiabie for producing
offspring, the brooding Mother Hens amongeisd tohover-- protectivehoveringover us, to be sure, but
it feels mordooming than loving. With those kinds of attitudes and emot{@vigere we ponder,
meditate, worry, and depress), it's no wonder people flee!

“How often have | desired to gather your children togethegys Jesus in his famous lament over
Jerusalent;as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, god were not willind”

That phrase “howften have | desired” to do this nurturing thing makes me thiak he means
more than just Jesus’ own effort® turn around the direction of his society, his refigiand the ruling
class there in Jerusalem. He seems to be includimgtdelBaptist’s call for repentance -- which ended
badly for the Baptist (with his head severed from bidyband presented to King Herod on a silver
platter!) — and the marggesof sages, prophets, and preachers whoalr@ddy comeo the governors of
Judea and the priests in the Tengier to Jesus

Jesus seems to be speaking from a standpeyandthat of his earthly ministry. It even implies
thatJesus is the ongho has been sending the prophets throughout the yéessk is actuallypeaking
for God, who has sent emissaries to the stubborn, willdll,congratulatory leaders of Israel ever since
they called Saul to be their first king a thousand yearkger.

Last Sunday, when we listened to Jesus’ complaint dghm#harisees (which immediately
precedes today's reading), he séicsend you prophets, sages, and scribes: some of whom you kill, and
somecrucify! Some you will flog in your synagogues; others you pursue from town to tMaithew
23:34)

Who sends them? According to the Bible, it is thedL@od Yahweh who spoke through the
prophets. It was God (not Jesus) who chose and cadlqurdiphets, sending them like lambs to be
slaughtered by civic and religious leaders who wantediticisi (Thank you, very muchBnd yet here
Jesus is speaking from a vantage point that is as dgsesaible to God’s own experience of that hellish
history. And wheresusis rejected by these leaders — as he assumes wilbgolois fate — it is clearly a
solidarity with (a contin-uation of) thearlier rejection othoseGod had sent to Israel and Judea.

When Jesus says “how often | have sent” and “howndfeere | desired” he speaks from a unique,
transcendent, timeless (dare we say ‘divine’?) status.

We suddenly glimpse in Jesus thens-historical movement of God’s Spirit that is embodied in
the notion of “the Messiah”: Savior, Son of God!

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! The city that kills the prophets, and stboss who are sent to itlow
often have | desired to gather your children togetress a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
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you were not willing! See, your house is left to you desolate! ...eécallgdhese [great buildings], do you
not? Truly I tell you, not one stone will be left here upon one anothewillde thrown down!”
(Matthew 23:37-38 & 24:2)

Uh-oh! Thetrans-historical Jesus (the one who lookbdckin time) is now lookingorward to
what it about to come upon Jerusalem. Destruction.

Because theresent generatiorof religious and civic leaders were behaving just lilarth
predecessorkad done (There is nothing new under the susaid the Preacher of old Ecclesiajié¢le
rejection of Jesus and his followers was simply foll@ra long-standing pattern of such rejection. And
the outcome would be cataclysmic when Rome clamped doavdestroyed the Jewish nation in the year
70, tearing down the Temple and all its buildings. Jesupswvee this evenin advanceof its coming,
because he has read the “handwriting on the wall.” Luke'spel puts it best when he writes:

When [Jesus] drew near and saw the tigywept over itsaying,“Would that even today you
knew the things that make for peace!
But now they are hid from your eyes(Luke 19:41-42)

It is a horrifying thought that, perhapsar (the ultimate lack of peayés thelogical outcomefrom
civic leaders egos & stubbornness, a society's ingst#& greed, our personal unrighteousness & hate,
plus a generdack of lovetoward others (those who amet in our family, our tribe, our group). Jesus
sawwar “looming” on the horizonand the more heonfrontedthe “powers that be,” the more personally
he feltfor their children, the innocent ones who would bear the brunt of thewgrups” inability to make
peace.

“Your house is left to yodesolate!... And all these [great buildings]? Not one stone will be left here
upon one another. All will be thrown down()

| can imagine the disciple®nfusion & concernat these words from Jesu@All these great
stones? All these huge buildingene? Crushed to rubble in our own lifetiméonsense, Jesusbet
a grip. Get a clue.)

Talk about “brooding!” If you want an examplewérrying words— dwelling gloomily on what'’s
wrong... meditating ourselves into a statelepression- Jesus is doing a good job of that on his own,
don’t you think?

The buildings the disciples pointed to on the Temple Mauane stillbrand-newin Jesus’ day.
They represented theest mostprosperousand_most powerful institutions ancient Israel. The
Capitol City’'s buildings were guarded thye Roman legionsfor goodness sakand ruled by the
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate! There was no ammgnemywould everbe able tdreach
Jerusalem’s securityget past the Temple authorities and their armed guards;mve the Roman
military (the most powerful army in the world!) andtélaose huge buildings down.

I’'m sure Jesus soundegacky! In fact, it's theopposite messageom what was expected from
the Savior Messiah. He was supposed to linenger of Peace and Prosperitgnsuring the future of
David's Kingdom and of the temple/palace complex for aishad years! Noweepover war!

But we know from subsequent history that the JewistoRagainst Rome, which began in the
year 60 (scarcely 25 years after Jesus’ execution) endedheiutter destruction of Jerusalem in the
year 70. In other words, everything Jesus speaks ofltally happened.(Some scholars suggest
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that this part of the Gospel story wasn’t written IURETER the destruction of Jerusaleindisagree;
but I'm not a scholar. I'm just a Pastor-teacher.)

Jesusvarned themthat the great stones and huge buildings they so admiseédictures which
gave them a sense dtional pride-- would one day bbrought down.So, maybe we shouldn't let
themrepresent for us what we thiGodwants, nor what “power” is. Donttustin social status, big
buildings, money, force of arms, police powers, or amjitfor security!

Jesus had already warned his followers that those whithg@uselves forward dsaders
claiming to come in the name of the Lord, were doingrdy tolead many astray

The scary scenario of those great national icdresTemple & Palace in Jerusaletoyming
down in total ruin, could come true only if the Roman Legions (who weredjng those holy places),
and the Governor appointed by Caesar, and even King Heradinancedandengineeredhe huge
building that came to be called “the House of God”) wieréact, not doing God’s Will' Their days
were numbered; its demise wiasminent

Into the stunned silence (and disbelief) of his dissjplesus went on to s&When you hear of
war & rumors of warsgo not be alarmed. ..It's only the beginning of the birth pangs!” (Matthew
24:6-8) The painful birth contractions @hewway of doing societyTheChristianWay! TheGospel
Way. When the “Jesus Way” comes into being, peoplétwerd huge temples, nor hierarchies of
priests, no legions of soldiers, nor any of the otregpings ofwealth and powethat constitute an
earthly Empire.

No “World Trade Center” odconomicinfluence, no “Pentagon” ahilitary might, will be
needed to secu@od’'sKingdom... for it was already presemtnong themn humble waysin life-
giving ways, com-passionate ways; in relational, nmedul, personal heartfelt inner ways. To have
eyes to see that, meant looking at the world through Gees!

That’s why Jesus could say to those civic leadersethlirsd guides, those scribes & Pharisees:
You will not see me again until you're able to S8lessed is he! Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord.”
Until the rulers of the people coylin in the Jesus movement (which was Jesus’ hope all aleng!)
assisting instead of resisting the Spirit of God — thl fraward destruction was inevitable.

The transition from the traditional waysdiding Religionandusing the coercive powers of
Empire would not come easily. That was true in Jesus’ dayjtanaue in our own.

There would be fierceesistanceon the part of the entrenchsthtus quo.That’s because
people in powedo not easily change their ways. And so, Jesus prdditae he (first) — and they (his
disciples), and most sadly but certainly the coming génaravho were only children at that time —
would bear the brunt of th@vic anger, persecution, & violent resistanteat was building up among
the populace.

To those who believed in what he was doing — thosedichaot let the civic & religious leaders
lead them astray — Jesus sdido not be alarmed.”(Matt. 24:6) That is, we have no needtood no
need to be worried, depressed. Be glad that you are uredemmids of a brooding hen. As it says in
Psalm 91*You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in God’s shadow éor.lgay to the
Lord: My refuge, my rock, in whom | trust.(words & music by Michael Joncas, “On Eagles Wings”,
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New Dawn Music © 1979)

And Jesus said furthefThe one who endures to the end will be save(Matt. 24:13) When
the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Secwaibgs the “threat code” to orangéjll out.
Fear not. Stay cool.

In those last days before his arrest, Jesus triadto his followers —to prepare thenfor the
reality that waslready looming on the horizor and to reassure them that God’s ways were still good
(and that God’s ways would ultimately prevail) even wtienreally bad stuff was hitting them hard!
Both in the beginning and at the end of guary scenaripJesus tells them (and through the Gospel
writes, tells ushot to be alarmed. Don'’t give in to terror-mongers, emeihe midst of tribulation.
Have no fear. Don’t brood about it!/And don't scatter! Don't run away. God wants you seé all
together, like a family of chicks beneath the winga bfooding hen.

Jesus’ message is clear ... but it's hartiearwhen, on the one hanthe people in power are
busily feathering their own nest, believing all wdl twvell with them in their day, & on the othe¢he
images are so frightening!

If Jesus wanted to reassure the people of God’s headfel for them, the Mother Hen image
should’ve been enough. Don’'t warn them of danger.

Maybe Jesus should hakept quietabout the chadse saw on the horizon; especially their
inability to do the kinds of things that wouldake for peace But he spoke up! He challenged the
leaders, warned the people, and wanted to get at theofrregehlly important matters: such jastice,
mercy, and faith(*weightier matters of the law”). It cost him hitel

Was it in vain?

Well, we're here two thousand years later, still telling the Jesusyst&till trying to gather the
chicks under God’s maternal wingtill brooding (some of us) about war and peace, the global
economy, trying to achieve justice for all. Jesus tednot to brood; leave the brooding to God.

Do not bealarmedat the news of war. Do ngtve into terror, not even in the midst of trials.
Fear not!

Those words may have sounded like nice, friendlyutitrhately emptyphrases -- like what
was sung by the angels to the shepherds on that firsti@as(* Fear not, for tidings of great joy |
bring!”) -- were it not for the fact thaesus said thenn the very shadow of the Temple, under the
marching boots of the Roman Armies, as he was abdatcehis greatest threat: his arrest by the
authorities; his trial, torture, and death.

“In that hour,” he said to them, and he says to us, and (I susped)di® iimself: Benot
afraid, for Godis with us!”



