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 As I sit in my home office and ready my mind to write this first (of many) news articles, I look 
out the window to the backyard and see a Monarch flitting among the flowers and butterfly bushes. My 
backyard is a bird and butterfly sanctuary so this is not a surprise to see. These beautiful gifts of creation have 
become regular visitors to my gardens and new Monarchs appear daily from cocoons scattered among the 
plants, pots and window sills. With the butterfly bush on which to lay the eggs, the new caterpillars have food 
from the leaves with which to grow and prepare themselves for the journey of the chrysalis stage. When the 
new Monarchs emerge they take a day of sunning themselves to dry out their wings before beginning the cycle 
once again of laying eggs on the butterfly bush. 

I never grow tired of seeing the Monarchs and celebrating the miracle that presents itself in the 
transformation of the caterpillar to the chrysalis and finally the butterfly gliding in glorious color and form 
through the yard. In this season of new life emerging from death, I am paused to offer this imagery to all of you 
as an example of God’s incredible gift of transformation. Our faith calls us to trust in God’s presence and God’s 
ongoing creation in our lives. Let us rejoice and offer thanks to a God who offers us miracles in the birthing of a 
butterfly that we may know the presence of the holy God who is neither bounded by the constraints of human 
life nor by the limitations imposed on our humanity by such things as time, space and mortality. 

As we walk together in this time of new beginnings at Seaside Community Church UCC, let us journey 
beyond human limits and boundaries into the realm of a miraculous God, who is not above the sky, but rather is 
found in the depths of life; as witnessed in the miracle of the butterfly.                        

                          May it be so, Pastor Gail 
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    e e cummings  

MAY MUSINGS                                    REV. GAIL BENSON, Interim Minister  
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Millions of people around the world walk long 
distances every day….. 

 
 �   They walk for food.  
 �   They walk for water. 
 �   They walk for firewood. 
 �   They walk to escape violence. 
 �   They walk to seek shelter. 
 �   They walk to farm their fields. 
 �   They walk to find employment.  
 �   They walk to go to school.  

 Seaside’s Crop Walkers:  Christian Brost, Harvey 
Eidinoff, Patricia Flack, Derek and Mary Ann Kendall, Tommy 

and Tori Ko (and son Blane), Lynda Leatherman, Dorina 
Lollino, Ginger Simms and Karen Ury.  

 
 

 Each of them anticipate (and appreciate!) your 
support.  Please extend your “sponsorships” to the group 
before they walk on Saturday May 15th .   Each of them 
has a “sign-up” form to collect your financial pled ge.  You may support any, or all, of our walkers. 
 

           Crop Walk will begin at 8:00am on Saturday, May 15th  at   
           Redondo Beach First United Methodist Chu rch  

           (243 S. Broadway, Redondo Beach) 
 

  
 

 

Communities 
Responding to 
Overcome 
Poverty 

 Your gift to this special offering grows the UCC’s future by 
funding The Still Speaking Ministry, new and renewing churches, 
youth and young adult ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership 
formation – especially among women and people of color. 
 
 

 Your offerings are directed to your church’s Conference , 
Local Church Ministries , and The Still Speaking Ministry . 
 

 We will receive this offering on Sunday, June 6. By giving to 
Strengthen the Church , your generous gift today ensures a vibrant 
church tomorrow.  
 

Spread the Love. Strengthen the Church. 
God is still speaking. 

 

Thank you. 
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Craig Thorsen 3rd 
Kaito Koike 8th       
Casey Atamaniuk 14th   
Scott Bannon 14th 
Billy Carney 14th 
Yolanda De Angelini 19th 
Gina Russo 19th 
Dylan Wood 19th 
Vicky Hoffman 20th 

Kara Robertson 25th 
Jessica Robertson 25th 

Bryn Turner 28th 
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May 2  Reader: Jane Beal 
 Greeter: Dorina Lollino 
 Usher:  Bill Carney 
  
May 9 Reader:  Marilyn James 
 Greeter:  Richard Sherman 
 Usher:  Connie Sherman 
   
May 16 Reader:  Derek Kendall 
  Greeter:  Mary Ann Kendall 
 Usher:  Kevin Siegfried 
 
May 23  Reader:  Cynthia Snell 
    Greeter:  Lynda Leatherman 
 Usher:  Bryn Turner 
 
May 30 Reader:  Karen Ury 
 Greeter:  Mable Pochedly 
 Usher:  Ron Ury 
 
 
NOTE: If you can provide refreshments for our 
Coffee Hour one Sunday, please sign up 
during Coffee  Fellowship.  
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 February and March “loose 
coins” totaled $117 and were designated to the 
Haitian Relief. The Lenten Offering for One Great 
Hour of Sharing finalized at $603. 
 April “loose coins” will be directed to 1736 
Family Services.  
 In May, coins will be included with our donations 
in support of Seaside’s Crop Walk. 
  
   

SEASIDE READING GROUP  
 

Tuesday, May 11th,   
7:30 PM          

 
in the Church House 

 

Discussing:  “The Book Thief”  
by Markus Zusak  

 
For more Information call: (310) 375-4441 

 The Genevieve Kiser  
Seaside Seniors Club 

 

       The group will meet in the Church 
House on Thursday, May 27 at 2:00 pm. All men 
and women over 60 are invited to come and share in 
some great conversation and coffee.  

Blood Drive “Thank You” 
 

 Let’s give a “pat on the back” to Seaside’s six 
Good Friday blood donors: Yolanda De Angelini, 
Brad DeFord, Elsa Kapello, Susan La Motte, Dorina 
Lollino, and Karen Ury. 
 
 This precious gift of life is always appreciated 
whenever you are eligible to donate. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS……                                  by Ulla Costa 
  

 This year is going so very 
fast, here it is May already and we 
will be celebrating Mother’s Day 
on Sunday, May 9.   

 We were able to have wonderful 
Fellowship at another great “Twixt Breakfast” on 
April 11th in honor of our new Interim Minister, 
Reverend Gail Benson. On that same morning, 
we were blest with Reverend Gail’s first sermon at 
Seaside which was very warm and interesting and 
well accepted.     
 We want to extend a very sincere “Thank 
you” to Reverend Bob Dye for the liturgy and 
plans for our services and Reverend Brad De 
Ford for marvelous sermons during our waiting 
period for us to find an Interim Minister. They 
were very instrumental in maintaining attendance 
and interest in Seaside’s future and keeping it 
bright and promising. Many “Thanks” to all of 
you.  
 Reverend Gail was very gracious in 
performing a lovely grave-side Memorial Service 
for our Charter Member, Mrs. Marge Moss-
Mortvedt , who was an extremely active member 
of Seaside when it first started. The ceremony was 
mostly enhanced by family and longtime friends 
telling endearing stories from their fond memories. 
Marge was actually married twice at Seaside. The 
first time in the parsonage on Sharynne Lane and 
the second in our Sanctuary. Our prayers go with 
all Marge’s family. She was a wonderful lady and 
lived a very long and productive life. Blessings go 
with you Marge.   

 This month, we look forward to 
another exciting and joyful worship on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. We will 
join our two services and worship at 
10:30am following a breakfast 
between 9:30a-9:45a hosted by Mila 
Linke and Mori West and all the 
great fellowship that goes with it. 

Reverend Gail is asking us to wear “red”,  as that 
is the color of the day and our Choir will be 
singing so they will be in red anyway. If anyone 
speaks a foreign language, please let Reverend 
Gail know as she wants this to be very special. 
Join us, it will be a very wonderful day. 
  Everyone is cooperating with Genevieve 
Kiser when she phones them to fill the positions 
each Sunday. This is very important to help our 
services run smoothly. Try to be in Church a bit  
early as we do want folks to feel welcome and be 
seated properly. We would like to have our young 
people participate  in our church more  so please 
try to help when you can. Thank you Genny and 
all of you who so diligently serve.  
 We have also heard that Christian Brost 
will be visiting us again this month and will join 
us by singing  in the choir. What a joy! Welcome 
Christian. We would also like some more 
members in our choir so, if you like to sing, join 
us on Thursday evenings at 7:30pm in the Church 
House.  
 Always remember that your Council 
members are here for you and available for any 
comments  or discussions  you may feel important. 
We want to keep open communication between 
everyone so we can avoid any misconceptions or 
misunderstandings so Seaside can function in the 
best manner possible.  
 Don’t forget your Angel Acts, I see more 
and more of them. Thank you all.   
 Our services are continuing very nicely due 
to all of us pulling together and the more we can 
support Reverend Gail, the better it will be. Our 
future is very bright and as I have said, “If God is 
for us, who can be against us?” More next month. 

 
 
 

 
“GOD BLESS US, EVERYONE” 

Ulla Costa 
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 Welcome Reverend Gail!                                              by Ulla Costa 

 We are very pleased to be able to bring Reverend Gail Benson into our Seaside Family as 
our Interim Minister.  Reverend Gail came to us very well recommended and we feel her charm 
and apparent understanding of our situation is profound and makes her an excellent person to 
lead us through this period of marvelous transition for Seaside.  Most of us do not like changes 
but if we look at them as a wonderful opportunity to spread our wings and soar into a terrific 
future for Seaside, it can be a very gratifying experience.  Reverend Gail seems to be the right 
person to lead us and help us to become all we can be.  
 
 As a short introduction to Reverend Gail, she first felt her call to the Ministry at the 
tender age of twelve when she felt that there was too much injustice in the world and perhaps 
she could find a way to help folks find a better way to treat each other.  She was involved during 
her High School years in Summer Bible School, Sunday School Teacher and leader for Senior 
High Youth.  She is  native of Chicago Illinois,  and she graduated from National University, 
Evanston Illinois but it was another while before she returned to her first love and attended  our 
Claremont School of Theology.  She went through a great deal of schooling to prepare her for 
her present position and it would take too much space for me to list all of it so just know that 
she has been well educated to be with us now and to help us.  Reverend Gail has been very 
active assisting many other churches during difficult periods as well as time spent at our Pilgrim 
Pines Camp as Interim Executive Director.  We are very fortunate to have such a well rounded 
person in our midst as well as being our Interim Minister. 
 
      As a person who has raised a family, she is well qualified to understand our personal 
situations and be able to serve as a counselor as well as guide us through the channels to find a 
permanent minister.  Another interesting item is that Reverend Bea Neufeld, who guided us in a 
past interim, was Reverend Gail’s Interim Ministry trainer. 
 
 Some of the important things for us to know about Reverend Gail are that she totally 
believes our statement “God is still speaking”, that clear communication is necessary between 
all of us, life is always changing and worship should be creative.  She also understands that we 
want to grow  in membership, especially with younger families and she believes in encouraging 
our folks on their Faith Journey.  Reverend Gail is here to support our journey into the future as 
we grow in every way in our faith and spirituality. We are on a great journey to keep Seaside 
strong and continue to be the same warm, friendly little church it has always been. 
 
 Reverend Gail, we welcome you to be a part of Seaside Community Church and embrace 
all the help you will give us during this time of transition.  We welcome you aboard. 
 
    God’s Blessings in all you do,  
              Ulla Costa 
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YOUTH NEWS 
 

 The month of April was a busy month for the Youth at Seaside Church.  We enjoyed Easter by 
celebrating the good news of Jesus’ resurrection as we transformed the bare cross into a living cross filled with 
beautiful flowers.  Many happy little faces searched for Easter eggs filled with goodies while the teens smiled, 
laughed and ran around searching for an Easter treasure.  A large obstacle course was also provided.  Easter at 
Seaside Church surely was a day to be remembered!  April 22 was Earth Day and the Youth celebrated by having 
a potluck picnic.  They talked about God’s creations and what they can do to help the earth.  The youth also 
played earth day related games and enjoyed food that they prepared themselves.  The Youth held a bake-sale on 
Saturday, April 24. A big THANK YOU to everyone who brought baked goods for the sale. We love you! 
 
 This is the last month of bible study lessons on conflict for the Youth Sunday School class.  The lessons 
were filled with useful information about how to deal with everyday conflicts as a Christian.  We loved it! We 
are getting involved! Soon you’ll see more youth participation in Church services by reading, candle lighting and 
musical selections. 
 
 Important dates:  May 6  National Day of Prayer—put it on your calendar and don’t forget to pray! 
    May 9  Mother’s Day—instead of buying a card make your own or write a letter  
    to your mother or other special woman, telling her how much she means to you.  
    Mary 23 Pentecost Sunday—wear red - one service at 10:30am 
    May 30 Memorial Day—let’s take time to remember our loved ones who are no  

Birth Announcements 
 

 Mable Love’s Grandson, 
Eric Wise and wife Jennifer, 
welcomed a baby girl, Lily Grace 
Wise, on April 21, 2010 at 3:30pm. She weighed 
9lbs 1oz.! Congratulations! This is the first great-
grandchild for Mable. 

YARD SALE 
 
Our yard sale on April 24th 
was an outstanding 
success!! We made $1600 
on the sales of all the 
wonderful treasures which 
were donated by our 
generous membership. I 
wish to thank Karen & Ron 
Ury, Beverly Warrenfeltz, 

Ulla Costa, Mary Ann Kendall, Pat Flack, Sara 
Morrison, Susan Sutherland, Ashley & Taylor for 
helping to sort & price every item that was up for sale. 
We wouldn’t have been able to sell anything without 
the help of Ron Ury & Henry Graczyk, who carted all 
of those loaded tables out of the garage and onto the 
lawn at 7am the day of the sale. Then many thanks to 
the people who helped to set up and/or work the sale – 
Karen Ury, Beverly Warrenfeltz, Ulla Costa, Denise 
Ongarato, Julie O’Connor, Marsha & Scott Bannon. 
What a blessing to work alongside so many wonderful 
people. 
 
 Thanks for your help and support. 
      Tish Carney 

Seaside Adult Education Program  
 

JUNE 6TH BALLET PROPOSITIONS 
  
 
Fred Birkner and Bob Dye are offering a three Sunday 
series focusing on the ballet propositions for the June 
6th election. They will review these propositions for 
an hour following the 10:30am service on: 
 

 May 16th, 23rd, & 30th.  
11:45—12:45pm 
Church House 

 
 

All are invited. Bring your election   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

1 
9:00 am Central Assoc. 
Meeting at Montebello 
Plymouth Cong. 
 
 

2 Communion Sunday 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
 
4:00 pm Installation of Rev. Kel Henderson at 
     First Congregational Church of Corona 
     (809 S. Ramona Ave., Corona 92879) 
     

3 
 
 

4 
                  
 
 
 

5 
 
6:00 pm  
Bible Study w/Rev. Dye 
(Book of Romans) 
       

6 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

7 
 

 
 

8 

9 Mother’s Day 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
 

10 
 

11 
 
7:30 pm Seaside Reading Group 
         (in the Church House) 
 
 

12 
 
 
 

13 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                  Coffee Hour 
6:00 pm Bible Study 
                     w/Rev. Dye 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

14 
 
 
 

15 
8:00am CROP/Walk 
At Redondo Beach 
First United Methodist 
Church  

16 
  9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:45 am Adult Discussion w/Rev.Dye and Fred 
                 Birkner (Ballot Initiatives part 1) 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
6:00 pm Leadership 
               Council Meeting 

20 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
6:00pm Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

21 
 
6:30 pm Wine, 
Cheese & Chat 
Group 

22 
 

23 Pentecost—wear RED 
 9:30 am  Breakfast in Miller Hall 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:45 am Adult Discussion (part 2 of 3) 
 

24 25 26 
 
 
 
 

27 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
 
2:00 pm Seaside Seniors 
 
 
6:00 pm Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

28 29 

Loose Coins Offering this Month will go to:   CROP Walk/Church World Service  

31 Memorial Day 
 

Office Closed 

30   9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:45 am  Adult Discussion (part 3 of 3) 
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The Good News is published monthly 

by Seaside Community Church.   
The church is located at the corner of 
230th and Ocean Avenue in Torrance.  

Phone: (310) 375-4441 
 

Interim Minister: Rev. Gail Benson 
 

Assistant Minister: Rev. Robert Dye  
Minister of Emerging Ministries: 

Rev. Kel Henderson  

 Office Hours:  
Monday thru Thursday 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Friday 
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

 

Editor/Publisher: 
Natalie Taylor 

Seaside@SeasideUCC.org 
 

Writing Contributions: 
Ulla Costa 

Karen Ury 
Love Batchelor 

Tish Carney  

Everyone is invited to join us  
for Worship on Sundays at 

9:00 am and 10:30 am   

Sunday School and  
Child Care are available 
at the 10:30 service only 

 Women’s Wine, Cheese, & Chat 
 

Friday, May 21st at 6:30 pm 
Church House 

 

Theme: “Our Personal Visibility” 
 

“The way in which we think of ourselves has everything to do with how the 
   world sees us.”                             Arlene Raven  

 

 Have you ever thought of yourself as “invisible?” Are you “seen” by your family 
members, friends, and co-workers? During this month’s chat, we will be exploring the 
topic of our personal visibility. We will be discussing our personal relationships with the 
intention of discovering the impact we all have on those around us. To aid us in our 
discussion we will be watching a video of a woman who came to the realization that she 
was invisible to those around her. We will hear her share how that impacted her life and 
how God helped her to understand that she still made a difference in the world. 
 

 The Wine & Cheese gathering is an open discussion group. All thoughts, 
comments, and ideas are listened to and treated with respect. Women enjoy atmosphere 
of love and support while they share their views and experiences on the evening’s topic. 
Led by Rev. Kel Henderson, Assistant Minister 


