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Rolling Hills 
United Methodist Church 

Blood Drive 
 

Friday, April 2, 2010 
12:00 pm—6:00 pm 

 
Location: Wesley Hall 

26438 Crenshaw Blvd, RHE 
 

Give from the heart! Donate blood on Good 
Friday. 

16th Annual Rolling Hills United Methodist Church 
Blood Drive Partnering with our neighboring 

churches to help save live. 
 

To schedule your life-saving appointment, 
please contact the church office  

at 310-377-6771,  
or visit www.givelife.org and enter sponsor 

code RHUMC. 
 
 

Please bring a valid ID and drink plenty of 
fluids before donating!  

The need is constant. 
 
The gratification is instant. 
 
Give blood. 

One Great Hour of 
Sharing 

 
 One Great Hour of 
Sharing is the special 
mission offering of the 
United Church of Christ 
that carries God's message 
of love and hope to people 

in more than eighty countries.  
 
 The UCC works with international partners 
to provide sources of clean water and food, 
education and health care, small business 
micro-credit , emergency relief, and advocacy 
and resettlement for refugees and displaced 
persons.  
 
 OGHS also supports domestic and 
international ministries for disaster preparedness 
and response to events such as the January 
earthquake in Haiti. 
   
    

Sharing Resources.  
Changing Lives 
 
Offerings for OGHS  
will be dedicated on  
Sunday, March 14 
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 In January , “loose coins” 
collected for  the Southern California 
Ecumenical Council totaled $65.00  
 For February and March loose coins will be 
combined and given towards the Haitian Relief efforts of 
One Great Hour of Sharing.  



THE TASK OF GOD’S GIFT OF LOVE 
(Excerpts of Rev. Brad DeFord’s sermon on 2/14/10) 

II Timothy 1:3-14 
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  “At the present we have more questions than answers; we are aware of more uncertainties than 
certainties.  It is both good and necessary to remind ourselves that our courage to be church does not come from 
our own making or because of our own merits.  Rather, our courage to be church is itself a spiritual gift of God 
to us…. 

…So the “spirit of power” God gives us is meant to encourage and empower us to face this time in our 
life together as church by being bold!  We are not to be cowed by what we do not know, nor are we to be 
overwhelmed by what we face, nor are we to be discouraged because there are no easy fixes for our situation.  
Instead we are to rely upon the “spirit of power” God gives us, so that we do not become victims of our 
helplessness and fear, but rather encouragers of each other.  

  …….…  I don’t know of another of God’s Gifts that is as misunderstood within the church as this 
“spirit of love.”  Most of the time we take that to mean that we are to “get along” with each other, which ends 
up meaning that the spirit of love we want to receive is one that makes us comfortable with being together in 
this place.   

…..So along those lines, I have to ask us: Are we the kind of church to which people would send their 
children for safety’s sake in times of trouble?  Could we so Love that the mothers in Torrance say, “Kids, if 
there’s a problem, go to that little church on the corner of Ocean and 230th Street—you’ll be safe there.”  You 
see, for me, if we were to have that sort of reputation, we really would be accepting the task that comes along 
with the God’s gift of the spirit of love…. 

….Now, finally, there is a third part to this gift of the spirit God does give us: power, and love—and 
self-discipline…  This third part of God’s spiritual gift might be the most challenging of all to accept.  I say this 
because accepting the gift of the spirit of self-discipline means that each of us takes on more responsibility for 
our own spiritual growth  

This is the perfect time for us to “rekindle” the Gift of God that is already within us.  This is the perfect 
time for us to accept the spiritual gifts of power, and love, and self-discipline—that God has already given us!  
This is the perfect time for us to accept those gifts by also accepting the tasks that come with them. 

 Let us serve God in empowered and empowering ways!   
 

Let us serve God by growing in love!  

Let us serve God by practicing the self-discipline of our own spiritual growth, so that together, we grow 
our church from the inside out. 

In all of these ways and more, may we “guard the good treasure entrusted to [us], with the help of the 
Holy Spirit living in us.”  (v.14)”  Amen. 

(For the complete sermon, visit our website at www.seasidecommunitychurch.org or our literature rack in the vestibule) 
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SEASIDE READING GROUP  
 

Tuesday, March 9th, 
 

7:30 PM  
 

in the Church House 
 

Discussing:  “The King’s Daughter”  
by Sandra Worth  

 
For more Information call: (310) 375-4441 

Fred Birkner 2nd 
Naoko Fukushima 4th 
Sean Birkner 14th 
Sara Khalafi 20th 
Denise Ongarato 20th 
Tiffany Wheat 22nd 

Micah Turner 23rd 
Ethen Fleming 29th 

The Genevieve Kiser  
Seaside Seniors Club 

 
 The group will meet in the Church House 
on Thursday, March 25th at 2:00 pm. All men 
and women over 60 are invited to come and share 
in some great conversation and coffee.  
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Mar 7  Reader:  Ulla Costa 
 Greeter:  Mary Ann Kendall  
 Usher:  Derek Kendall  
  
Mar 14 Reader:  Karen Ury  
 Greeter:  Richard Sherman  
 Usher:  Connie Sherman  
    
Mar 21 Reader:  Ray Liles  
  Greeter:  Bryn Turner  
 Usher:  Kevin Siegfried  
 
Mar 28  Reader:  Mable Pochedly  
    Greeter:  Winona Yoder  
 Usher:  Karen Ury  
 
NOTE: If you can provide refreshments for 
our Coffee Hour one Sunday, please sign up 
during Coffee  Fellowship.  
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Wine, Cheese, & Chat 
 

Friday, March 12th at 6:30 pm  
Theme – “Where does the power come from?”           

 
“Great is the Lord and mighty is the power of God.” 

 Psalms 147:5 
 

 Scripture and other sacred text speak of the 
“power of God” and the “power” that resides in all 
living things. During this month’s wine and cheese 
we will be exploring the physical, spiritual, and 
cosmic origin of that “power” by asking the 
question “Where does the power come from?” We 
will be discussing the concept of internal or 
external energy as well as introducing theologies 
and mind sets from both Christian scripture and 
other sacred text. 
 
 As always, during the group’s discussions 
members listen with open ears, hearts, and minds. 
This is an uplifting group, designed to provide a 
safe place for woman to come together in 
fellowship and to share from their hearts without 
any worry of judgment or ridicule. Led by Rev. 
Kel Henderson.  

A Big “Thank You!”    

Rev. Lance and Patty would like to extend 
many “thanks” for the wonderful Picture 
Book, Farewell Dinner, flowers, cards and 
well-wishes they received along with the 20% 
Incentive Bonus. Thank you so much 
Seaside!!  
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COUNCIL COMMENTS……                                  by Ulla Costa 
 With all the changes that we have encountered, we are so fortunate that our members and leadership are 
moving ahead in a positive manner. Presently, Rev. Bob Dye is handling the liturgy. We were blest with wonderful 
sermons by Rev. Bradley DeFord that were truly aimed at our transition with encouragement to go forward with a 
completely positive attitude and the idea to embrace the coming events whole heartedly. I cannot speak for 
everyone but I felt extremely uplifted and ready to forge ahead and see where we are led. We thank you both, Bob 
and Brad for filling in during this transition.  
  
 We are pleased that Rev. Bob Dye plans on continuing our Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6:30 PM. 
The Women’s Wine, Cheese & Chat will continue to meet monthly with Rev. Kel Henderson. The Seaside Reading 
Group and The Genevieve Kiser Seaside Seniors will continue monthly also. Please watch our calendar for updates 
on Theology on Tap and Taize Prayer Service as we are hoping to start these up again soon. 
 
 So far, I have had some excellent comments on the “Bannon Biography”. I will be asking more of you for 
data on your families so we can eventually get better acquainted with everyone. I will write the actual story so all I 
need is “the facts, ma’am”, to develop into some interesting writing (nothing embarrassing). As you know by now, 
I do love to write and do get carried away at times. I plan on continuing this part of our Newsletter for as long as I 
can still get folks to fill in the question list I have prepared. So be ready! I will be asking you soon.  (See page 6 for 
the biography on Cynthia Snell and Bryn Turner.) 
 
 Since I feel I have the highlights and we are asking the other coordinators to write a few words, I will sign 
off for now. I will just say many thanks to all of you for what you do, especially Council Coordinators and very 
special kudos to Marsha Bannon for all she does and Scott Bannon and Sara Morrison for all their work on our 
finances and budget. Our Congregational Meeting was very good and we were glad to be able to finalize our 
Budget for 2010.  
  
 With that, I will close and wish all of you a wonderful month of March with good health and the best of 
everything. 

“GOD BLESS US—EVERYONE” 
“Your Sister in Christ” 

Ulla Costa 

A Note From Pastor Kel Henderson 
 

 I believe that you are all aware that God had led 
me to a new church home last fall.  I have been serving as 
the Senior Pastor of First Congregational Church of 
Corona for almost six months now.  I am writing to share 
with you the date of my upcoming installation along with 
an invitation to you all. 
 

 I hope that you will be able to join me in the 
celebration of my new ministry, as I am installed by the 
Eastern Association of the United Church of Christ on 
Sunday, May 2nd at 4:00pm at First Congregational 
Church of Corona, 809 S. Ramona Ave., Corona 92879. 
 
 Blessings to you all,  Pastor Kel Henderson 

MARCH YOUTH NEWS 
  
 We are continuing our bible lesson on conflicts 
among friends. How to choose a good friend? How to 
become a better friend? What does the Bible say about 
friends and conflicts? This is a great Bible lesson that 
you can use now and for the rest of your lives. 
 
 March 14:  wear the color green to church and 
         get LUCKY. Whomever wears  
         green gets a gift!  
 March 28:  is Jump for Jesus day! A Jumper                  
        will be provided on this Palm  
        Sunday. Bring a friend to share in                  
         the fun. 
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Seaside Biography  -   Cynthia Snell & Bryn Turner            by Ulla Costa 

 This month we are privileged to meet Cynthia Snell and Bryn Turner. This fine young 
couple we are glad to have with us. Cynthia and Bryn recently came to California in June 
2003. Cynthia was born in Bakersfield, California and Bryn, in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
 

 Their history in church activities was varied as Bryn was raised Lutheran and Cynthia 
grew up in the UCC. Bryn joined the UCC shortly after meeting Cynthia and they have found 
the UCC to be a good mutual spiritual home ever since. They attended Seaside sporadically 
starting in 2008, and joined in January 2010.  
 

 Bryn has a BS (Texas Tech, 1984) & MS (Purdue, 1988). Bryn’s career in the Air Force 
spanned manufacturing project management (on airplanes, satellites and booster rockets) and 
software development project management (on guidance systems, command and control, and 
satellite systems). In his current job with Galorath Inc., he is putting his software knowledge to 
work as a cost estimator and project management consultant.  
 

 Cynthia has a BS (Cal Poly SLO, 1981) in Architecture. Cynthia has worked in 
architecture and construction from graduation until 2001, specializing in Medical Architecture. 
She was licensed in 1987 and practiced as a partner in her own firm for four years.  
 

 Cynthia and Bryn have one son, Micah M.S. Turner, born in 1998 in Moscow, Russia 
and adopted in late 1999 in Russia. Micah is in 6th grade at Vista Del Mar in West LA. He 
plays the piano, swims, rip sticks and has recently started snowboarding with his dad. Cynthia 
and Bryn have spent a significant portion of the last ten years working with Micah to help him 
through issues related to his first two year being spent in a Russian Orphanage. 
 

 Bryn and Cynthia both ski (meeting on a ski trip to Mammoth in 1991) and scuba dive. 
Over the past couple of years most spare time has been devoted to the recently completed 
remodel and addition to their home—which Cynthia designed. In all the spare time Bryn 
doesn’t have, he enjoys reading on his new front porch. Cynthia enjoys gardening, sewing, 
singing in the choir and occasionally participating in theatre productions.  
 

 Some interesting events include the fact that Bryn and Cynthia were married at the First 
Congregational Church in Pasadena, CA in 1992. As an Air Force brat and having served 21 
years in the Air Force himself, Bryn experienced both the pleasure and pain of moving every 
three years or so. Living in the Philippines, Germany, California, Texas, Ohio, Massachusetts, 
and Virginia has given him a world-view that he treasures. Cynthia grew up in a working class 
family as a third generation Californian. The older of two girls, she decided in sixth grade to 
become an architect after finding more interest in mud brick structure than in dolls. One early 
commonality Bryn and Cynthia found was a love horses. Bryn spent many summers on his 
grandfather’s cattle ranch in New Mexico while Cynthia drove her parents crazy asking for a 
horse. They made her a deal (figuring she’d never fill her end) that she would need to save the 
money to purchase the horse, which she did after six years of saving.  Cynthia and Bryn both 
love to travel.  
 

 We love having this wonderful family as part of Seaside! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Bible Study with 
                     Rev. Bob Dye 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

4 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 

5  
 
 
 

6 
 
 

7 Communion Sunday 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
     
 
 

8 
 
6:00pm SCIC 57th 
Annual Assembly 
At St. Margaret Mary 
Church, Lomita 

9 
                  
 
7:30 pm Seaside Reading Group 
         (in the Church House) 
 

10 
 
 
6:30 pm Bible Study with 
                     Rev. Bob Dye 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

11 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
 
 
 

12 
 

 
6:30 pm Women’s 
Wine, Cheese & 
Chat Group 

13 

14   
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:30 am Congregational Meeting 
  
Daylight-Savings Time Begins 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
6:30 pm Bible Study with 
                     Rev. Bob Dye 

18 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Leadership 
       Council Meeting 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 

21  
  9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
  

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
6:30 pm Bible Study with 
                     Rev. Bob Dye 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal       

25 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
2:00 pm Genevieve 
Kiser Seaside Seniors 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28  Palm Sunday 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
 

29 30 31 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Bible Study with 
                     Rev. Bob Dye 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

   

Loose Coins Offering this Month will go to: 
  

One Great Hour of Sharing  



Seaside Community Church, UCC 
22940 Ocean Ave. 
Torrance, CA 90505 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
DATED MATERIAL 

 
The Good News is published monthly 

by Seaside Community Church.   
The church is located at the corner of 
230th and Ocean Avenue in Torrance.  

Phone: (310) 375-4441  

 

Assistant Minister: Rev. Robert Dye  
 

Minister of Emerging Ministries: 
Rev. Kel Henderson 

 

 Office Hours:  
Monday thru Thursday 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Editor/Publisher: 
Natalie Taylor 

Seaside@SeasideUCC.org 
 

Writing Contributions: 
Ulla Costa 

Karen Ury 
Marsha Bannon 

Rev. Brad DeFord 
Rev. Kel Henderson  

Everyone is invited to join us  
for Worship on Sundays at 

9:00 am and 10:30 am  
 

Sunday School and  
Child Care are available 

 
MILLER HALL UPDATE  

 
 Yes, it is finally underway! Thanks to Wayne 
Matthews, our contractor, we are starting work on 
bathrooms for Miller Hall! Can you imagine actually 
having bathrooms inside the hall, instead of using 
the preschool bathrooms? Wayne predicts 3-4 
months for the completion (let’s hope Mother Nature 
cooperates!).  
 

 Some of you donated money specifically for 
this project a few years ago, and that money is what 
is helping us get this project started. But, as our 
Financial Coordinator explained, these donations 
counted for about 50% of the project! We will be 
using money out of our Contingency Fund to finish 
the project, unless some of the rest of you would like 
to help with donations!  
 

 Thanks again to Mori West and Mila Linke 
for getting us started, Wayne Matthews and Sandy 
Vallone for following through with city permits, red 
tape, etc. etc.! This has been a long time coning, but 
it will sure be a great addition to Miller Hall! 

SEASIDE GARAGE SALE!  
 

Saturday, April 17 
 

Start your spring cleaning early and donate 
items you no longer use to the Seaside 

Garage Sale. 
 

Starting on the 2nd week  
of March you may store 
your donated items in the 

church house garage.  
 

We also need volunteers to 
help sort and price items.  

 
Please contact the Church Office or Tish Carney 

(thank you, Tish for organizing this event!) if 
you are available to help out or have any 

questions. 
 


