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Shortly after my family moved from Hinsdale, Illinois to Whittier, CA we planted a six foot 
white lilac on the south side of our back yard.  Having lived with natural borders of blooming lilacs in 
the Spring, we convinced ourselves that we had planted it because we missed the fragrant flowers.  In 
reality, it was an attempt to hold on to the past, the familiar, that we had known all our lives.  In spite 
of warnings that lilacs only bloom in the mountains, and if we wanted lilac flowers we should just buy 
them from a florist, we dug through the rocky soil of our yard and planted our lilac bush.  Over the 
years we had one or two tiny flower clusters and no fragrance. Then, one year, it was dead. Today there 
is a lavender plant in its place. 

 
One day, as I leaned over to smell the lilac flowers, a little ruby colored flower caught my eye. 

Hiding under the lilac bush, in the damp shade, I found the Columbine plant that I had planted, another 
memory marker.  Following the terrible shooting at Columbine High School on April 20, 1999 a 
member of the church brought a flat of tiny three leafed plants to church, that we might take them, 
plant them and remember.   As I rediscovered this plant, I remembered the young people, their families 
and friends whose lives were forever changed on that holocaust day and I said a prayer. 

 
 There is power in remembering. As people on a faith journey we are called to remember.  
Memories offer us opportunities to reflect on what is important in our lives and to realize our 
experiences as a part of a larger story. In the next month, there will be a “Time Line” posted on the 
wall near the church office. You are invited to name and date those memories you have of Seaside 
Community Church UCC. Together we will remember, reflect and rejoice in the history of Seaside 
UCC as we move into the interim journey with your new Transition Team leading and supporting the 
process. 
 

We have just journeyed to the cross and remembered the power of God’s reconciling love 
through the death of Jesus. We remember that there is life out of death.  We remember that in each 
moment we can choose life that affirms God’s presence in our lives. Our vibrant red Pentecost Sunday 
reminded us and infused in us, the power of the Holy Spirit to dwell among us; encouraging us to be 
grounded in each moment, in the here and now. 

 
The lilac bush reminded me of the power of family and community as I lived into a new life in 

California.  The Columbine plant reminded me that violence is not the answer. Whether plants, 
flowers, grave markers, plaques or photographs, may you remember the life affirming, life changing 
and life sustaining acts of God’s reconciling love and take a moment to reflect on your memories at 
Seaside as we begin our  journey together. May it be so. 
 
           “Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19 

In-between Times                           REV. GAIL BENSON, Interim Minister  
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 Your offerings are directed to your church’s 
Conference , Local Church Ministries , and The 
Stillspeaking Ministry . 
 

 We will receive this offering on Sunday,  
June 6. By giving to Strengthen the Church , your 
generous gift today ensures a vibrant church 
tomorrow.  
 

Spread the Love. Strengthen the Church. 
God is still speaking. 

 

Thank you. 
 

� Congratulations and many thanks to our group of 13 who 
walked for CROP on Saturday, May 15.  This was the 27th annual 
South Bay CROP WALK - and the 9th year Seaside folk have 
walked on their own. To date we have raised $2,030.00!! 
 Seaside's’ participants were:  Christian Brost, Harvey 
Eidinoff, Patricia Flack, Derek and Mary Ann Kendall, Tommy 
and Tori Ko, Lynda Leatherman, Dorina Lollino, Ginger Simms 
and Karen Ury. Additionally there were 5 youth from the Korean 
Congregation who walked with us.  
 Our donations are directed to Church World Service for 
hunger ministries locally and worldwide. Twenty five percent of 
the funds raised go to local programs working to alleviate hunger  
and homelessness. 
 The following agencies are helping in our own 
 communities, they will all receive support from CROP this year:  
 � Shared Bread 
 � San Pedro UMC Sunday Suppers  
 � Fish Emergency Center  
 � SHAWL House 
 � Toberman Neighborhood Center 
 � South Coast Interfaith Council 
 

 My sincere thanks to each walker and to everyone who  
sponsored us so generously.     

�������	������� �

��������������	
��������� �
   
 May’s loose coins of $32.00 were  
donated in support of Seaside’s CROP Walk. 
 
 In June, coins will be included with our 
donations in support of Strengthen the Church. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

 For those of you who 
contribute to “The Good News” each 
month, your article will need to be 
submitted to the office on or before 
Monday, June 21st to be included in 
the July Newsletter. You will receive 
a reminder one week before the due 
date. 
 

Please save this date.  
 

Thank You! 
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Sandy Vallone 4th 
Mason Ongarato 7th 
Jeanette Lee Finley 9th 
Bruce McKinley 11th 
Michael Morrison 12th 
Jake Singer 14th 
Cindy Watson 19th 
Beverly Fukushima 19th 
Derek Kendall 21st 

Bill Carney 28th 
Susan Sutherland 29th 

Roger West 30th 
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June 6  Reader: Patricia Flack 
 Greeter: Bernice Rose 
 Usher:  Dorina Lollino 
  

June 13 Reader:  Marilyn James 
 Greeter:  Lynda Leatherman 
 Usher:  Derek Kendall 
   

June 20 Reader:  Ray Liles 
  Greeter:  Richard Sherman 
 Usher:  Connie Sherman 
 

June 27  Reader:  Ulla Costa 
    Greeter: The Koike Family  
 Usher:  Bryn Turner 
 

NOTE: If you can provide refreshments for 
our Coffee Hour one Sunday, please sign up 
during Coffee  Fellowship.  
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SEASIDE READING GROUP  
 

Tuesday, June 8th,   
7:30 PM          

 
in the Church House 

 

Discussing:  “The House at Sugar Beach”  
                                           by Helene Cooper 

 

Next Month: “The Kabul” by Deborah Rodriguez  
 

For more Information call: (310) 375-4441 

 The Genevieve Kiser  
Seaside Seniors Club 

 

       The group will meet in the Church 
House on Thursday, June 24 at 2:00 pm. All men 
and women over 60 are invited to come and share in 
some great conversation and coffee.  

 The Invisible Woman 
 

 Last month, the Women’s Wine, 
Cheese & Chat featured a sketch from Nicole 
Johnson called “The Invisible Woman”. 
Nicole’s sketch brings a powerful message of 
hope to every taken-for-granted woman in 
today’s world.  
 

 You can see this video at 
www.youtube.com/freshbrewedlife and click 
on “The Invisible Woman”.  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The 26th Annual Richard Sherman 
Trio in Concert 

 
Saturday, September 18 

 
7:00 pm at the Armstrong Theatre 

in Torrance 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS……                                  by Ulla Costa 
  
 What a great month!! June is for Grads and Dads and plans for looking forward to vacations and a beautiful 
summer. Your Council never stops working for the benefit of Seaside. It is so wonderful that everything is settling 
in with our new Interim Minister, Reverend Gail Benson… She has our future as a priority on her agenda and is 
very well qualified to carry us through the transition period ahead of us. We are in good hands. We can look 
forward to a new and wonderful future. Let’s all work with what ever plans that come up as they will lead to 
eventually finding a new and excellent minister in the future. There may be some changes but I feel they will be for 
the better.  
 Our combined worship on Pentecost Sunday was a terrific day of celebration of our Church’s Birthday with 
red being the main color of the day. The choir processed  Halleluiahs and sang a great anthem. A wonderful meal 
was prepared by Mila and Mori. It was a wonderful Birthday Party and was enjoyed by all.  
 We are starting to incorporate our young people into our worship service now due to the help of Reverend 
Bob Dye, Janet Robertson and Love Batchelor. They will serve as Readers and Greeters one Sunday each month. 
We feel that this is a wonderful idea as they have been confirmed and are members of the Church. It is a good way 
to acquaint them with the functions of the church as they are our future.  
 Once again I thank Genevieve Kiser for all her work in making sure we have folks to serve as Readers, 
Greeters, Ushers and acolytes each Sunday. Also all of you who respond, as it helps make our services run 
smoothly, we thank you. 
 We are coming into the time when we will have our Congregational Meeting on June the 13th. We would 
like our members to think about the possibility of becoming a member of our Council and would welcome any 
nominations or even if you have an interest in joining us, please phone me at 310-329-9537 and I will be able to let 
you know what the duties are for any of the positions. We usually have one meeting each month so please give it 
some thought. We also need new Stewards, which is an excellent way of coming on board in an easy capacity. I 
look forward to hearing from you.  
 That seems to be all for this time so Tata ‘til next month and, 

“GOD BLESS US- EVERYONE” 
Your sister in Christ, 

    Ulla Costa, Worship Coordinator 

YOUTH NEWS 
 
 Pentecost Sunday church service was fantastic. The youth passed out streamers to the congregation to 
wave in the air. The youth made the streamers on a pervious Sunday. Micah played the piano wonderfully and the 
youth, children and congregation sang happy birthday to the holy spirit. 

Count down to summer! Are you planning your summer activities? Don’t forget Pilgrim Pines Camp is a 
great way to enjoy the summer. Camp applications are here! Pick up your application from the church office and 
return them as soon as possible or go to www.pilgrimpines.org. Spaces are filling up fast.  

Do you need help with the cost of camp? We have camper ship available! Get you camper ship application 
from the church office. 
If you or someone you know would like to sponsor a youth for camp this year please contact Janet, Love or the 
church office.  

Congratulation to Jessica and Jodi for being elected to serve on the UCC Youth Round Table. We are very 
proud of them. The first meeting is on June 11th &12th. They will give us a report on activities and business 
thought out the UCC youth. Congratulations to all of our graduates. The entire congregation is proud of you! 

We are planning for Youth fall activities. You have the opportunity to share your thoughts and ideas on 
future activities and bible studies. Be apart of the planning. Be apart of the fun. Be apart of the worship service. 
Seaside Church Youth has a space just for you.  
  See you Sundays! Love Batchelor, Youth Leader  
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Congregational Meeting 
 

 Sunday, June 13th 
 

11:30 AM 
 

 in Miller Hall  
 
Nominations requested for the 
following leadership positions: 
 

Moderator 
Christian Education 
Worship 
Maintenance 
Secretary 

      Stewards – 3 positions  

Transition Team Selected 
 
 As a result of suggestions from the congregation, the following members were asked (& 
agreed) to be members of the Transition Team: Laura Atamaniuk, Scott Bannon, Fred Birkner, 
Ulla Costa, Karen Ury, Ron Ury, Connie Sherman & Susan Sutherland. The purpose of this team 
is: 

To gain perspective on the chapter in the life of the church that has ended 
To gather the feelings and ideas of members of the congregation about their church in a 

time of change 
To provide a forum for the sharing and focusing of hopes and aspirations for the future. 
To help the congregation move from preoccupation with the past to a state of readiness 

for a new chapter in it’s life 
To involve the congregation in accomplishing the “five developmental tasks” of the 

interim period. 
This will be a time for self-assessment and a time for visioning and recommitment to 

mission and ministry. The overall goal is to bring the congregation to a condition of health, unity 
and readiness to move forward. 

Our Christian faith places the resurrection of Jesus at the center of the church’s life, 
reminding us that God’s power is always at work in transforming the church God has called into 
being. The apostle Paul reminds us that in Christ al lthings are made new (2Cor.5:17). With the 
leadership of the Transition Team, the power of the Holy Spirit and hope for the future, let us 
move into new directions of mission and ministry at Seaside Community Church United Church 
of Christ. 

New UCC Message on YouTube 
  

Check it out!!     God is Still Speaking 
 
 “If only one person sees this message and 
understands that God is as relevant today as in any age, 
we’ve succeeded in our efforts,” said Rev. J. Bennett 
Guess, the UCC’s director of communications.  “Of 
course, we know that it has already reached many more 
and believe it will challenge us to consider how the 
Christian message continues to be meaningful today.” 
 
 To see the video on YouTube go to 
www.youtube.com/uccvideos and click on the video 
called “The Language of God” or you can go to 
www.ucc.org—click on Connect then YouTube. 
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New Conference Minister Announced 
 

 Rev. Felix Villanueva has 
been chosen for the position of 
Conference Minister of the 
Southern California Nevada 
Conference. The SCNC UCC 
Search Committee prayerfully 
considered this decision after a 

process of almost two years and feels with a great 
sense of joy, that the Spirit has led them to the Rev. 
Felix Villanueva to be the next Conference Minister.  
 

 You are invited to meet Rev. Felix Villanueva  
on Thursday, June 3 from 10:00 am—12:00 pm at First 
Samoan Church of Los Angeles (1749 W. 125th St., 
Los Angeles 90047). A light lunch will be provided 
after the meeting. Please RSVP to (323) 754-6869.  
 

 He will be officially called to be Conference 
Minister during the Annual Gathering at First 
Congregational Church in Santa Ana (June 11-12).  
 

 To read more about Rev. Felix Villanueva 
please see his biography on the Office Bulletin Board 
in the hallway.  

SCNC Annual Gathering 
 

June 11 & 12, 2010 
 

First Congregational Church 
2555 N. Santiago Ave. 
Santa Ana, CA 92706 

 
 The purpose of the Annual Gathering is to meet 
to conduct the business of the Conference including 
adopting the budget, elections, resolutions, 
presentations by the elected officers of the Conference, 
and recognition of members for their service to the 
Church of God.  
 
 There are various Workshops, a Hospitality 
Table, Exhibit Hall, Children’s Program, Business 
Meetings, International Celebration Dinner, Youth Ice 
Cream Social, and Saturday Continental Breakfast.  
 

Registration Deadline: May 31.  
Register at www.signmeup.com/69052 

JUSTICE 
Leaders Engaging & Developing 

 

Become a Justice LED Regional Trainer! 
 

From 7:00 pm Friday, Sept. 10  
to  

2:00 pm Sunday, Sept. 12  
 

Centro Romero 
173 W. Hall Ave. 

San Ysidro, CA 92173 
 

 Justice Leaders Engaging and Developing 
(Justice LED) is a faith-based, biblically grounded 
leadership training program developed by Justice & 
Witness Ministries of the United Church of Christ. 
Local churches interested in developing and sustaining 
justice ministries are the ultimate recipients of the 
Justice LED program.  For more information contact: 
Virginia Arroyo at (626) 798-8082 ext. 10 or 
arroyo@scncucc.org 

Tour of the Pacific Islands Luau 
 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 
 

12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
 

The Queen Mary Event Park 
1126 Queens Highway 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

(Tickets $50, Parking $8) 
 

 This Luau is a fundraiser to support the 
ministries of the Southern California Nevada 
Conference United Church of Christ. The festivities 
will include a Luau with authentic Polynesian food, 
dazzling dance performances representing each of the 
Pacific Islands and Musical performances Pacific 
Island Style.  
 
For details and ticket purchasing go to: scncucc.org 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
 
6:00 pm Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

4 
 

5 
 
 

6 Communion Sunday 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:45 am Transition Team Meeting 
     
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
                  
 
 
7:30 pm Seaside Reading Group 
         (in the Church House) 

9 
 
       

10 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

11 
SCNC UCC Annual  
Gathering at First 
Congregational 
Church, Santa Ana 
Day 1 

12 
Annual Gathering 
Santa Ana, Day 2 

13  
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:30 am Congregational Meeting in Miller Hall 
 

14 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
6:00 pm Leadership 
Council Meeting 

17 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

18 
 
 

6:30 pm Women’s 
Wine, Cheese & Chat 

 

19 
 

20  Father’s Day 
  9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
 

21 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
2:00 pm The Genevieve 
    Kiser Seaside Seniors 
  
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 

27  
 9:00 am  “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
 

28 29 30 
 
 
 
 

   
Loose Coins Offering this month 

will go to:   Strengthen the Church  

Church Secretary on vacation this week—office closed 

Rev. Benson out of office June 30—July 7, 2010 
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The Good News is published monthly 

by Seaside Community Church.   
The church is located at the corner of 
230th and Ocean Avenue in Torrance.  

Phone: (310) 375-4441 
 

Interim Minister: Rev. Gail Benson 
 

Assistant Minister: Rev. Robert Dye  
Minister of Emerging Ministries: 

Rev. Kel Henderson  

 Office Hours:  
Monday thru Thursday 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Friday 
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

 

Editor/Publisher: 
Natalie Taylor 

Seaside@SeasideUCC.org 
 

Writing Contributions: 
Ulla Costa 

Karen Ury 
Love Batchelor   

Everyone is invited to join us  
for Worship on Sundays at 

9:00 am and 10:30 am   

Sunday School and  
Child Care are available 
at the 10:30 service only 

 Women’s Wine, Cheese, & Chat 
 

Friday June 18 th  at 6:30 pm  
 

Theme – “In another person’s shoes ”  
 

“All altruism springs from putting yourself in the other person’s place.”  
- Henry Ward Beecher.  

 
 

 Compassion, love, and empathy are natural human em otions that we 
wish to express when someone in our lives is hurtin g, questions, wandering, or 
experiencing some kind of loss. During this month’s  chat we will be unraveling 
the challenges we experience when trying to be supp ortive to the people in our 
lives by asking the question, “How can I be support ive of the people in my life, 
when I have not gone through the same experiences?”   
 The Wine & Cheese gathering is an open discussion group. All thoughts, 
comments, and ideas are listened to and treated wit h respect. Women enjoy 
atmosphere of love and support while they share the ir views and experiences 
on the evening’s topic . Led by Rev. Kel Henderson; Minister of Emerging 
Ministries. 


