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“The Good News” 

“When a pastoral change occurs, a unique opportunity is at hand for the congregation.”           
                                                      Temporary Shepherds, Roger S. Nicholson 
 

The longest day of the year has just past as I write this article for the July News. Funny 
how the turning of the Earth and the change in the length of the days can go unnoticed for many 
of us. We live so engrossed in our private lives and thoughts that we miss the very real hum of 
the universe in its steady and predicable movements.   It is only in those moments when the 
routine and predictable shift, perhaps an earthquake or a heavy storm, that our attention is 
grabbed and our lack of awareness is startled into a new perception. We become attentive in a 
new way, with new energy. 

The same is true of our relationship with the church. When a pastor leaves, it is very 
obvious that someone new is in the pulpit and we notice differences very easily. When we have 

worshipped with the same worship style and the same 
hymns, it is apparent when things are different. 
Becoming attentive in a new way, with new energy is an 
important part of a transition journey. This is not to say 
it will be easy or comfortable. It is not to say that this is 
a good thing or a bad thing. It is to say that new 
observations are opportunities to question the status quo 
and reflect on one’s responses. 
 Your Transition Team is reading Temporary 
Shepherds, a book written to support churches in times 
of transitions. They will begin to plan and lead 
opportunities to study and reflect on the faith journey of 
Seaside Community Church. Please participate. As we 
journey in faith together, let us be attentive to our 
reflections, memory and history which can offer insight 
and wisdom with which to move through this interim 
time, discerning God’s call in this time and in this place 
and visioning the future for SCC.     
    May it be so. Pastor Gail 

In-Between Times                           REV. GAIL BENSON, Interim Minister  
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Stewards                Cynthia Snell 
     Rev. Bob Dye 
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Summer Worship Hour - 9:30 AM 



2
5    

The Good News JULY 2010 

 

Seaside’s Outreach for 2010                           Karen Ury, Outreach Coordinator 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

 For those of you who contribute to “The Good 
News” each month, your article will need to be submitted 
to the office on or before Monday, July 26th to be 
included in the August Newsletter. You will receive a 
reminder one week before the due date. 

Change for a Change      
 

 In June loose coins were donated to 
Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering. 
Our July coins will be included with our donations 
in support of Veterans of the Cross.   

 
 
 

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom: 
 like the crocus, it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing 

(Isaiah 35:1-2, NRSV) 
 

 Since 1902, the Veterans of the Cross has enabled the United Church of Christ  
 to provide a financial “safety net” to individuals and families in need.   
 The Fund, administered by the Pension Boards, Provides: 

 

� Gift checks to low-income retired clergy and their widowed spouses 

� Emergency assistance to clergy in financial need and 

� Funding for pension and health supplementation plans for low income retired clergy and lay employees 
 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us of God’s promise to strengthen and renew the world and its people.  The Veterans of the 
Cross Fund is our church’s opportunity to participate in this promise through our ministries of compassion and care. 

 

Here at Seaside church, our special offering for the Veterans of the Cross will be collected on Sunday,  
July 25th.  Thank you for your past generosity and for your continued support. 

 

 Veterans of the Cross  

Once again, Love Inc is providing assistance for school children in need  
with their “Back to School Program” What an esteem builder this can be  

to a child when they can go back to school well equiped like everyone else.  
And what a message it sends of support, encouragement, and love. 

 
You can purchase and collect as many of the following school  
supplies as possible and donate them to the Back-To-School  

Program for distribution to needy children.  
 

  ♥ Backpacks        ♥    Binders (1.5” - 2”) ♥    Notebook Paper (Standard) 
        ♥    Rulers         ♥    Glue Sticks     ♥    Spiral Notebooks        
        ♥ #2  #2  #2  #2 Pencils     ♥    Erasers            ♥    Boxes of Crayons    
        ♥    Pencil Sharpeners ♥    Pens      ♥    Pouches/Pencil Boxes    
        ♥    Markers         ♥    Scissors   ♥    Pocket Folders 
 

Please bring your donated supplies to Seaside Church by Sunday, August 22,  
and we will deliver them to Love, INC on August 24th or 25th.  Thank you to Derek and Mary Ann 

Kendall for delivering the backpacks this year. 
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July Birthdays        

Did we forget your birthday?   
Please call Natalie at the church office (310-375-4441)  
to make sure we have information for your special day! 

  

 

 
Sandy Vallone 4th 

 

Bruce McKinley 11th 

 

Michael Morrison 12th 

 

Derek Kendall 21st 
 

Bill Carney 28th 

 

Susan Sutherland 29th 
 

Roger West 30th 

 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here.  

God is still speaking 

    

July 4  Reader: Bill Carney 
 Greeter: Winona Yoder 
 Usher:  Tish Carney 
  

July 11 Reader:  Micah Turner 
 Greeter:  Susan Sutherland 
 Usher:  Victor Gill 
   

July 18 Reader:  Derek Kendall 
  Greeter:  Mary Ann Kendall 
 Usher:  Dorina Lollino 
 

July 25  Reader:  Cynthia Snell 
    Greeter: Julie O’Connor  
 Usher:  Bryn Turner 
 

NOTE: If you can provide refreshments for 
our Coffee Hour one Sunday, please sign up 
during Coffee  Fellowship.  

July Readers, Greeters and UshersJuly Readers, Greeters and UshersJuly Readers, Greeters and UshersJuly Readers, Greeters and Ushers    

 

SEASIDE READING GROUP 
 

Tuesday, July 13th,   
7:30 PM          

 

in the Church House 
 

Discussing:  “The Kabul”   
by Deborah Rodriguez 

 

Next Month: “The Help” by Kathryn Stockett 
 

For more Information call: (310) 375-4441 

 The Genevieve Kiser  
Seaside Seniors Club 

 

       The group will meet in the Church 
House on Thursday, July 22 at 2:00 pm. All men 
and women over 60 are invited to come and share in 
some great conversation and coffee.  

Women’s Wine, Cheese, & Chat 
 

Friday July 9th at 6:30 pm  
 

Theme – “Friendship”  
 

“Friendship is an art and very few persons are 
born with a natural gift for it.”  

- Kathleen Norris 
 
 

 This quote stood out at our last 
meeting and began a discussion that we 
will be continuing this month. 
Friendships are important to everyone 
and developing them involves a great deal 
of trust, understanding, and acceptance. 
During this month’s Wine, Cheese and 
Chat, we will be discussing the 
importance of our friendships as well as 
the risks we take in growing them. 
 
 The Wine & Cheese gathering is an 
open discussion group. All thoughts, 
comments, and ideas are listened to and 
treated with respect. Women enjoy 
atmosphere of love and support while 
they share their views and experiences on 
the evening’s topic. Led by Rev. Kel 
Henderson; Minister of Emerging 
Ministries. 
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Southern California Nevada Conference UCC News/Events 

A letter from Interim Conference Minister, Rev. Jane Fissler Hoffman 
  
What a wonderful time we had being together in the Southern California Conference Annual Meeting June 11-
12!  It was a lively, energized gathering with lots going on  Here are some highlights: 
 

• WE HAVE A NEW CONFERENCE MINISTER!   Felix Villanueva knocked our socks off with a 
great sermon and opening statement and was rousingly affirmed and elected by the delegates.   Felix will 
begin in office July 19, overlapping with the interim (that's me!) through July 31, including a week of 
retreat with the UCC Conference Ministers, an excellent opportunity for him to meet his colleagues and 
get a feel for this new ministry.  Special thanks expressed to our outstanding Search Committee, Janet 
Vandevender chair.  

• We are a "Global Mission Conference"!  A resolution was passed affirming that we are a "Global 
Mission Conference" and together with our Disciples partner Region will be exploring ways to 
strengthen our knowledge, understanding, relationship with and support of our global partners.  Watch 
for more information! 

• We passed a resolution for Mindful and Faithful Living  
• We gathered a stage full of hygiene kit items---thank you all!---for our Pilgrim Pines campers to 

organize into kits for Church World Service.  And the Friday offering gathered $2,675.41 to fill in any 
gaps in items and pay for shipping.  Great work, everyone! 

• Worship was varied, meaningful and wonderful, thanks to the gifts of our own SCNC planning folk and 
our guest 'organizing liturgist' Phil Porter. What a blessing he was!  

• Saturday worshipers gave $2860.51 to support Camperships for Pilgrim Pines and we learned that 
camp registrations are up and a great season anticipated. 

• We remembered those in ministry who died in the past year, including special remembrance of Larry 
Grim, pastor of the host church who died very recently. 

• The Youth Roundtable members were very present, held an overnight (a few slept!), energized the rest 
of us with their singing (loved the rhythmic Jesus Loves Me!) and were duly installed. 

• The 2011 budget was studied, discussed and approved but please note that it calls for---actually, 
requires---a significant increase in giving from local churches in order to reduce or eliminate another 
year of deficit spending. We are working our way towards the goal of a zero deficit so please talk with 
your leaders about stretching beyond your current giving. 

• The Open Marketplace was exciting!  About a dozen individuals said "I'd like to talk with anyone 
interested about..." and we had lively table discussions about Immigration, technology and church, the 
UCC in African American communities, churches partnering with churches, adult education and more.  

• The Cutler Group , our United Church Insurance agent, treated us to a lovely continental breakfast--
thank you!  

• You all gave me a warm and much appreciated farewell---THANK YOU all for your kind words, your 
generous farewell gifts but above all for the JOY of serving with you in ministry. 

 

and ALWAYS a highlight: Just being together!  Lots of greeting, hugging, sharing of support, concerns, 
laughter and love as we embodied being a covenant community of UCC congregations. 
 

 Do you don't miss great opportunities like these, MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR NEXT YEAR'S 
ANNUAL GATHERING  June 3-4, 2011. And pastors, remember that you CAN and by your ordination 
commitments should 'just say no' to weddings and other events on these dates!    Location to be 
announced!  Blessings, Jane 



5    The Good News JULY 2010 

Tour of the Pacific Islands Luau 
 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

The Queen Mary Event Park 
1126 Queens Highway 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

(Tickets $50, Parking $8) 
 

 This Luau is a fundraiser to support the ministries of 
the Southern California Nevada Conference United Church 
of Christ. The festivities will include a Luau with authentic 
Polynesian food, dazzling dance performances representing 
each of the Pacific Islands and Musical performances Pacific 
Island Style.  
 

For details and ticket purchasing go to: scncucc.org 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The 26th Annual Richard Sherman 
Trio in Concert 

 
Saturday, September 18 

 
7:00 pm at the Armstrong Theatre 

in Torrance 

COUNCIL COMMENTS……                                  by Ulla Costa 
 Happy Fourth of July!! How did we already complete a half year?? Time really flies when you are having 
fun!!  Seaside seems to be moving along pretty well. With everyone’s help, we have developed a very good 
Transition Team that has started having meetings and begun developing plans for the future of Seaside. As I see it, 
our group is quite diverse not only in age but in ideas. It is a very promising committee. Besides that, your Council 
continues to work for the benefit of our Church Family. 
 Our Worship Services have been very rewarding and interesting. There have been some changes in the 
various parts of the service. The highlight each week for me has been  Love Batchelor’s Children’s message which 
is not only pertinent to leading our young people in the “right path” but gives our adults a few ideas on how we can 
carry the “Word” into our own lives as we go about our daily chores. Thank you Love and Reverend Gail for the 
great words you both bring us to live better lives. 
 To Genevieve Kiser we also extend a blessing for all her effort to call folks to help with our services each 
week and all the wonderful members who so graciously serve and make our worship go so well as Readers, 
Greeters, Ushers and Acolytes. We still hope to have our young people participating once a month in the future. 
Reverend Bob Dye has been encouraging Janet Robertson and Love Batchelor in setting up this program. 
 We shall miss our Chancel Choir during the summer but they will be back in September. We would love to 
have some new voices added to our group from all you fine folks. We really enjoy the practice sessions and it is 
sheer joy to be able` to present wonderful anthems that really make our services great. Think about it and join us 
on Thursday evenings at 7:30 `we do have a good time and learn so much. Randy is a wonderful director and Dave 
is our practice pianist and a lot of fun too plus being an excellent musician. We really do need more voices that 
“Sing to the Lord’ There is an old saying that; “The person who sings, prays twice!” Come, join us 
 At the congregational meeting we voted to move to one church service  beginning June 27th, with the time 
9:30 AM. We will evaluate the time and one service at the end of August we will reflect on the experience and 
decide if there will be any other changes. 
 In the meantime, please remember to keep your prayers going for all who are raised in prayer each Sunday 
as well as the private concerns and especially this whole world that is in need of a lot of our concern. Prayer really 
does work, just believe. 
 More next time and for now: 

“God Bless Us -- Everyone”   
Your Sister in Christ. 

 Ulla Costa 
(Worship Coordinator) 
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Seaside Biography  -   Beverly Warrenfeltz                   Edited by Ulla Costa 

 I was born in North Towanda New York which was located between Buffalo and Niagara Falls on 
the Erie Canal. I lived there until 1945. When the war came along my Dad worked in a defense plant 
making parts for airplanes. My Mother’s family all lived in the area and we all enjoyed many family 
gatherings at my Grandparent’s home. Grandpa was Police Chief so we all had to behave. He was strict but 
we all knew he loved us. He told us great stories and we loved watching him lead the parade on Holidays, 
riding on his horse. 
 After the war, Dad took a job with American Airlines as Sky Chef so we had to move to Fort 
Worth, Texas, then to Ardmore, Oklahoma. It turned out that Mom missed her family so much, Dad 
bought a restaurant in Oberlin, Ohio so we moved again, much closer to her family. He was an excellent 
cook. I worked in the restaurant for many years and learned to do it all; from making salads to working the 
cash register. This was good as I always had a job when I was in High School 
 Then I attended Texas Christian University at Fort Worth with a Major in Chemistry and a Minor in 
Biology. I spent all my life working in laboratories, mostly as a supervisor. When I retired, it was great as I 
didn’t have to deal with various agencies anymore.  
 I married Dick Warrenfeldtz in 1956. He had a Masters in Certification from General Motors 
Institute and was able to “fix or repair” anything, which was wonderful since my Dad had trouble even 
using a hammer. Dick was in the Police Force in Oberlin when we first go married and worked at 
Frigidaire repairing appliances and was a volunteer fireman. Our married life was very busy, as I was 
active in Junior Women’s Club, taught Sunday School and served on the Board of Crippled Children and 
Adults for many years. We had two children, Deborah and Jim. I also loved sewing and made all of Deb’s 
clothes.  
 Dick took a job in California in 1976 so we moved to South Bay I worked in Pediatrics and got used 
to a noisy atmosphere. We then moved to Las Vegas as Dick was transferred there. Later to Marina Del 
Rey and I was back into Peds again.  
 In 1989, Dick had heart problems and my sister, Gloria, had to have back surgery so we moved to 
Riverside so I could help take care of both of them. Dick died in 1991 so I made Riverside my home with 
my sister. She raised Bichons and showed them so I was into caring for and showing dogs. I was still 
working for a rheumatologist when the government was instituting new rules and it took hours of research  
  Then Gloria and I started an Antique business in Madera, Redlands. That meant going to auctions, 
estate sales etc. plus the dog shows, and selling our wares kept us busy… Gloria died in 2000 but I kept our 
business going until my own medical problems caused me to give it all up.  
 I moved back to the South Bay in 2004 and now live with my daughter Deb and her husband Kevin. 
I still have Bichons and groom them. We recently lost one of them and were able to fill that empty space 
with a dear little three legged, long-hair Doxie she is a wonder and fills our hearts with joy. 
 I have many interests. I love sports especially the Cavs, Browns and my beloved Indians, classical 
music, science, antiques, cooking and baking as did my Dad. 
 I started going to Seaside in 2005 and it has been a joy and blessing for me. I love worshiping in a 
place where I feel that everyone cares about each other. 
 I have found life a bit limited since my back has more or less given up on me. I need to ask for help 
when I need it. (I am a “do it yourself” person) I have learned to appreciate what I can do and forget the 
rest. But isn’t that what life is all about? , lessons to learn. I know that living with love, faith and prayer, I 
can keep going and just do the best I can. 
         Written by Beverly Warrenfeltz 
         Edited by Ulla Costa 



      
         
             Seaside Community Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 
 

4  Guest Minister 
9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
     
 
              Independence Day 
  

5 
 
Office Closed 
 

6 
                  
 
 
 

7 
 
       

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
9:30 am Dance & 
Prayer Workshop at 
The Holy Spirit 
Retreat Center, Encino 

11 
9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 

12 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Seaside Reading Group 
         (in the Church House) 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 Guest Minister 
9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 

19 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
No Council Meeting this 
month 

22 
2:00 pm The Genevieve 
    Kiser Seaside Seniors 
  
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25  
9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 

26 27 28 
 
 
 
 

29 30 31 

Loose Coins Offering this month will 
go to:   Veterans of the Cross 

Rev. Benson out of the office through July 6 

Rev. Benson out of the office June 30—July 6 
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Everyone is invited to join us  
for Worship on Sundays at 

9:30 am   

Sunday School and  
Child Care are available 

 

Dance and Prayer Workshop 
“The Power of One: the Strength of the Body” 

with 
Alleluia Dance Theater 

 

Saturday, July 10, 2010   9:30 AM—3:30 PM 
    

Holy Spirit Retreat Center 
4316 Lanai Road 

Encino, CA 91436 
818-784-4515 

www.hsrcenter.com 
 

This workshop will focus on the strength of our bodies.  We will enjoy the blessing of strong movement 
in our experience and expression of spirituality.  But “body” also symbolizes the church universal, 
unified as one. We will see how powerful it is when multiple movers transform a movement or express 
an idea together. All levels of dancing spirits are invited to join.  
 
Fee: $45 with lunch, $35 without lunch. Send registration form with $10 deposit requested before July 2. 
Registration forms and more information can be found on the Office Bulletin board in the hallway.  


