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 During this Advent season we have enjoyed two holiday events, 
the Hanging of the Greens and Christmas Family Night. 
 
 On Sunday November 29th, approximately 15 of us gathered to 
adorn the sanctuary. The church was filled with laughter and good cheer 
as we pulled out the trees, lights, and ornaments and decorated while 
listening to Christmas music. As the 
decorations went up so did the hilarity, 
Ashley and Micah teamed up to hang 
greenery on the chandeliers and got 
creative with having to share the ladder, 
the tree gave us moments of “pause and 
wonderment,” but this crew was 
undaunted in their task and at the end of 

an hour or so the sanctuary came to life with the colors and 
beauties of the season. 
 
 Once the decorations were in place the group got 
comfortable in the pews and joined in song and stories led by  
Rev. Lance and Pastor Kel. We learned about the traditions that inspire the hanging of the greens 
and we sang songs that filled us with the joy of the season. 
 
 On Sunday December 13th a good group of folk gathered in Miller Hall for a wonderful 
family event, Christmas Family Night. This evening provided an opportunity for folks to come and 
make free Christmas gifts for family and friends. The event was organized by Love Bachelor and 
Pastor Kel Henderson and each did their part. The Hall was full of decorations, music, food, and 

tables filled with crafts ready to be made. A few 
church families came and joined in the fun, Ray 
Liles crafted balloon animals, Micah entertained 
us with live piano music, and the evening was 
caped off with a visit from Old St. Nick. All and 
all, it was a wonderful evening that could grow 
into an annual event.  
   
   -Rev. Kel Henderson, 
    Minister for Emerging Ministries 

Looking Back at the Holidays     by Rev. Kel Henderson 
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  In December  loose change 
offerings were directed toward The 
Bertha Hartley Memorial Fund.   
 In January the recipient of our loose coins 
will be the Southern California Ecumenical 
Council. 

The year-end recipients were divided into two 
groups. The first group were gifted with $50.66 
checks from Seaside’s annual year end distribution 
of Bertha Hartley Memorial Fund Interest and 
included the following:  
 

Retirement Housing 
Bread for the World 
Koinonia Farm 
 
The second group were gifted with $76.50 checks 
from Seaside’s Other Outreach year end 
distribution and included the following: 
 

1736 Family Crisis Center 
Peppermint Ridge (Developmentally disabled) 
Harbour Area Halfway House 
Third World Handarts and Gifts 
Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) 
The Guidance Center 

Year-End Outreach 

 Many thanks to everyone who supported the 
Alternative Gift Market in December.  The message 
about the Market was created with the help of our 
secretary Natalie Taylor.  Ron Ury was so helpful in 
the set up and the clean-up of the Church House.  
Patty Lance once again served as cashier.  

The following gifts were received for: 
Church World Service: $736.00 
Heifer International: $1,225.00 

Habitat for Humanity,  
Greater Los Angeles: $345.00 

 
For a total of  $2,306.00! 

 
In deep appreciation, 

Karen Ury 
Outreach Coordinator. 

Alternative   Market  “ Thank You” 

Directory Update 
 

         Gavin and Peyton Hawk 
 (Lorelai and Julian) 
1731 65th Way N. 

               St. Petersburg, FL 33710 

 On Sunday, December 13, Rev. Lance & Patty, Ulla & Ashley Costa, Karen Ury, & Cynthia Snell flew to 
Flagstaff, Arizona, and then drove to the Hopi Reservation. There they met “Santa” Bob Searles, “Mrs. Claus” 
Brooke Searles, and Ron Ury, who had driven the 150 Christmas gifts we provided for the Hopi Day School 
children.  

 

Hopi Holidays 

These photos show some of the joy as we gave them out on 
Monday, Dec.14. 
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SEASIDE READING GROUP  
 

Tuesday, January 12th, 
 

7:30 PM  
 

in the Church House 
 

Discussing:  “Blessings” by Anna Quindlen 
 

For more Information call: (310) 375-4441 

Sue Tibbitt   4th 
Neely Atamaniuk 13th 
Mark Ongarato 16th 
Randy Linke 16th   
Kaoru Koike 19th   
Marjorie Mortvedt 27th 
Gladys Ulrich 27th 

The Genevieve Kiser  
Seaside Seniors Club 

 
 The group will meet in the Church House 
on Thursday, January 28th at 2:00 pm. All men 
and women over 60 are invited to come and share 
in some great conversation and coffee. Bring a 
friend too! 
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Jan. 3  Reader: Ulla Costa 
 Greeter:  Richard Sherman 
 Usher:  Connie Sherman 
  
Jan. 10 Reader:  Ray Liles 
 Greeter:  — 
 Usher:  — 
    
Jan. 17 Reader:  Cynthia Snell 
  Greeter:  Winona Yoder 
 Usher:  — 
 
Jan. 24  Reader:  Susan Sutherland & Victor Gill 
    Greeter:  Dorina Lollino 
 Usher:  — 
 
Jan. 31 Reader:  Rev. Lance 
    Greeter:  — 
 Usher:  — 
 
NOTE: If you can provide refreshments for 
our Coffee Hour one Sunday, please sign up 
during Coffee  Fellowship.  
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Theology on Tap 
 

 Theology on Tap will meet in 
Miller Hall this month at 7:30 pm on 
Tuesday, January 12th for pizza and 
conversation. (This is the same night and 
time as the Seaside Reading Group which 
will meet in the Church House.) 

Week of Prayer  
for Christian Unity Service 

 
Sunday, January 24th 

 

4:00pm 
 

at 
 

Greater Community  
Missionary Baptist Church 

11066 Norris Ave., Pacoima 
(off the 118 Freeway at Glenoaks Blvd) 

 
Sponsored by the Southern California Ecumenical Council 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS……                                  by Ulla Costa 
want to make a few comments  anyway. The “Crop Walk” 
in May was excellent and we were able to supply back 
packs for needy kids in August. We also took December 
6th to support “Church World Service”, “Heifer 
International”, and “Habitat for Humanity”. Besides, Ron 
Ury earlier in the year, had once again traveled to a 
country in great need, to help build homes for the poor 
folks who have so little. Thank you Ron. 
 Our annual “Jazz Concert” was held on September 
19th at the Armstrong Theater and it was huge success 
thanks to Richard Sherman. We extend many “Thanks” to 
him all for his time and effort for all the 25 years he has 
honored us with this event. We also thank all those who 
helped in various parts of preparation, as it does take a lot 
of work for such a program to be such a great success. 
 In October we again held a wonderful service in 
our Prayer Garden to “Bless the Animals” and each 
precious pet was given a prayer by Reverend Lance and 
our Choir sang “The Unicorn” song. It was all quite heart 
warming. 
 On November 29th we enjoyed a marvelous 
evening with “Hanging of the Greens” to decorate our tree 
and Sanctuary for the Advent Season. It looked so festive 
and beautiful, and our lovely Manger scene represents “the 
reason for the season”. The evening was completed by 
Reverend Lance playing the piano and Reverend Kel 
Henderson leading us in Christmas Carols. It was a really 
nice way to start the Advent Season. 
 In preparation for Christmas, Love Batchelor and 
Reverend Kel  had a “Family Night” to make decorations 
and gifts on December 13th. I was not able to be there since 
a group of us traveled to the Hopi Indian Reservation to 
deliver all the presents 
to our darling Indian 
kids at the school (see 
page 2) and see the 
joyous expressions as 
they received all their 
gifts. It was a pure joy 
to be able to see how 
important our outreach 
to these children is. 
Thank all of you for 
supporting this very 
worthwhile effort. Many “thanks” to Karen and Ron for  
delivering all the gifts in their van. The final wonderful 
and blessed event was our Christmas Eve “Candles and 
Carols” with the glorious Nativity Story woven in so 

 Your Council wishes 
each of you a blessed, 
joyous and healthy New 
Year in 2010. This has 
been a busy, and for the 
most part, a good year. 

Your Council has been active and 
working for the good of Seaside and our plans are to 
continue to do so. As it is the beginning of another  new 
year, I do believe that a recap is in order. 
 We have been blest with the continuation of most 
of our regular programs such as Sunday School. Love 
Batchelor does a wonderful job with our older kids and 
Reverend Lance kept the young people busy with 
Confirmation classes. We were pleased that we were able 
to see four of them Baptized and ten of your young folks 
Confirmed and join the Church in October.  
 We have been able to enjoy two special Bible 
Studies almost every week as well as all our wonderful 
Sunday Sermons at both services. We also participated in 
the once a month events of “Theology On Tap”, “The 
Book Club”,  the “Wine, Cheese and Chat” group led by 
Reverend Kel Henderson and Genevieve Kiser’s “Seaside 
Seniors”. 
 Our “Start Up Sunday” was terrific in September 
with Mila Linke and Mori West putting together  a 
fabulous BBQ Picnic for everyone and  the kids spent a 
lot of time in a jumper  during the afternoon. The 
fellowship was great and everyone had a wonderful time. 
 Some of our kids were able to spend time at 
Pilgrim Pines Camp in February and during the Summer. 
It is a marvelous place to relax and strengthen your 
spiritual needs. I was able to serve as Camp Nurse one 
year and it was terrific.  
 One period was sad due to the fact that two of our 
dear members passed away in July. Joan Koch and Dick 
Beck were both honored with services to celebrate their 
lives on the same day. They will both be greatly missed. 
They were both wonderful folks. 
 It has been a joy to have “D.C.F.S.” continuing to 
use our facilities to bring families back together that have 
had problems. It seems to be a marvelous way for us to 
extend a hand to those who need it and one way we can 
reach out to our neighborhood. La Primera is still using 
our facilities for their school and we are so glad to have 
them too.  
 I know that Karen Ury will be giving you a 
detailed report on all our “Outreach” activities but I do 



5���� �����������	
�JANUARY 2010 

beautifully. What a glorious way to end the year of 2009.   
  “PASTORAL SEARCH” 
 One thing occurred that was not what we really 
wanted to hear: we are going to have to say “Farewell”  to 
our Minister of fifteen years as Reverend Lance and Patty  
are leaving us in February to return to Los Altos UCC in 
Long Beach. This is a move they feel is the best for them 
and possibly even for Seaside. What we can do is wish 
them both the best and pray for only success and much joy 
in the transition. We have had fifteen wonderful years and 
want to thank Paul for all his true dedication to Seaside 
and Patty for the time she has contributed to help serve. 
Our prayers and God’s blessings go with you. 
 With this situation, your Council had to move into      

 the mode of “Pastoral Search”  
and selected a Committee so we can 

get started. Reverend Bob Dye, 
Mila Linke, Scott Bannon, Fred 

Birkner and Ulla Costa have all 
volunteered to do what they can. 

The first few things on the 
agenda are to find an Interim Minister and complete a 
profile of Seaside and our members. (see Marsha’s article 
on the back page.) We will keep everyone posted on our 
activities. We also realize that this is something that can 
be very upsetting, so please feel free to talk with us, so we 
can help folks feel more relaxed  and at peace with this 
change. Seaside has been in this situation before, and if we 
continue to support all our activities and each other, we 
will come out fine. As I have said before, with God on our 
side, how can we do anything but come out on top. Keep 
the Faith.   

“WORSHIP”   
 Both of our worship services are going along 
nicely. I do encourage everyone to keep up their 
attendance, and bring a friend if you can. Genevieve Kiser 
is calling folks to serve as Readers , Ushers, etc., so please 
don’t hesitate to say “yes” if she calls you. It is an 
enjoyable  way to help our services run smoothly.  
 We were able to have our previous seminarian 
from Germany, Christian Brost,  give a sermon the last 
Sunday in December. We were so pleased to see him 
again and hear his message. We wish him the best in his 
journey to become a Minister, especially during this year 
at Yale Divinity School. 
 There have been many outstanding sermons this 
past year. Reverend Bradly DeFord gave us several of his 
nice “homey” and relevant sermons. Thank you, Reverend 
Brad. Of course, Reverend Lance has presented wonderful 
topics all year. One that was especially outstanding was on 

December 13th, it was  a twist on the “Drummer Boy” 
and it stirred my heart deeply as it was delivered with 
such passion. Many others stood out, but I would be here 
hours telling you about them. Thank you, Paul.  -- We 
have been truly blest with the wonderful music our 
marvelous director, Randall Schwalbe has been bringing 
to us with his directing of our Choir. It is a joy to be a 
part of it, but we would sure be overjoyed to have some 
more members, so why not try it. It made such a 
wonderful difference over the Advent period to have 
some of the members of his former singing group join us, 
and the solo by Mary Schwalbe was outstanding. We are 
blest to have the talents of so many people such as Mirko 
Sekulic and Rick Spencer at the piano, also, Susan 
Sutherland Gill who plays her flute so beautifully during 
some of the anthems, and of course, Richard Sherman 
very often plays wonderful selections during 
Communion. Thank all of you for sharing your talents, it 
makes our services so glorious. There have been so many 
highlights I have left out, but use your imagination and 
bring back the ones that have been great for you. It has 
been a wonderful year. Thank you one and all.    

“FINANCIAL FACTS”   
 We ended the year of 2009 completely in the 
black and we are so pleased . We continue to thank Scott 
Bannon, Sara Morrison and Patty Lance for their work 
all year, and all of you for keeping your pledges and 
donations up to date. One thing I will caution all of you 
about is: please do not feel we can sit on our laurels and 
cut back, as we are facing a new year with new problems 
and we need to stay ahead of the plans and be on the alert 
for how everything is going. We thank all of you for your 
diligence. Let’s keep up the good work.  Special  kudos 
for Sara and Scott  for all the time they have spent 
working on our Budget for 2010. We will be voting on it 
at the Congregational Meeting, and we need all the 
pledges in before it can be finalized. We do know that 
there will be changes financially when Patty and Paul 
leave. We will look for spiritual guidance, and I know 
that we will be guided.  

“MAINTAINING OUR CAMPUS”   
 It seems that there is always 
something to repair around our Seaside 
facilities. Kevin Siegfried does a great job 
making sure it all gets done. Much of it is 
for La Primera, as all of those wonderful 
little tots can create wear on things, especially 
the old part of the building. Recently the heater 
had to be replaced, and the water faucets and 
drainage are in constant need of 
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Women’s Wine, Cheese, & Chat 
 

Friday, January 8th  at 6:30 PM 
 

Theme – “Take it to the Lord in Prayer” 
     

Ours is a relational God and it is through prayer that we are brought into harmony with our 
Lord. Prayer is an extremely important part of our spiritual lives. Prayer lifts us up and connects 
us with our God. C.H. Dodd exclaims that, “Prayer is the Divine within us appealing to the 
Divine above us.” 
 
Prayer, mediation, and other forms of spiritual connection will be the topic of the January Wine 
and Cheese. During the evening we will be exploring the many vehicles in which we are to 
connect and communicate with our God.  
 

The Wine & Cheese gathering is an open discussion group of women in the Church House.   
All thoughts, comments, and ideas are listened to and treated with respect. Women enjoy an 
atmosphere of love and support while they share their views and experiences on the evening’s 
topic. Rev. Kel Henderson facilitates it.  

something, as are the lawn sprinklers. There is still some major work to be done on the drains to the street. As I 
said, there is always something to repair, especially as our buildings get older. We do thank you, Kevin, for being 
so alert and to our Handyman, Henry, for the time and ability to help. 

  
“PRAYER TIME and ANGELS” 

 When a New Year comes along, I feel the need to encourage prayer and thoughts about 
all sisters and brothers who may be in need of prayer. There are times when we just are not 

able to say anything in our own behalf, and that is the time when someone like you and me 
can pick up the problem and run with it, even if we are not sure what to say, it will help. 
Continue to keep Sunday  morning requests in our hearts and add Nelson and Marilyn 
James, Jim Williams, Marion Smith, Ruth Leack and family, Mabel Love, Barbara and 
Ray Liles, Gloria Rice, and Genny Kiser for increased strength . 

 As we enter the New Year of 2010, let us do it with a prayer in our heart  for Seaside 
and everyone in our Family, as this the most important time for us to all pull together and stay 

strong. Our Church is so wonderful, and with God’s guidance all will go well and we will be just 
as secure as we should be. Stay positive and our work will go smoothly. Remember that LOVE is the 

most important message Jesus left for us, and I believe we have an abundance of that.  Until next time, your 
Council is here for you. Blessings from your Council. 
 

“GOD BLESS US-- EVERYONE” 
 

  From your Sister in Christ. 
Love 

Ulla Costa 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Office Closed 2 
 
 

3 Communion Sunday 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
     
 
 

4 
 

5 
                  
 
 

6 
 
 
6:00 pm  
        Bible Study: “St. Paul” 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

 
6:30 pm Women’s 
Wine, Cheese & 
Chat Group 

9 

10   
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:30 am New Member Class 
  
 

11 
 

12 
4:30 pm  
Long Beach Bible Study: Isaiah 
7:30 pm Theology on Tap 
        (in Miller Hall) 
7:30 pm Seaside Reading Group 
         (in the Church House) 

13 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal       

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
Junior High Janboree 
at Pilgrim Pines Camp 

17   
  9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
  

18 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Birthday Holiday 

19 
 
4:30 pm  
Long Beach Bible Study 

20 
 
 
6:00 pm Bible Study 

21 
 
 
6:00 pm Leadership  
       Council Meeting 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
   10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
    4:00 pm Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
                    (In Pacoima) 
31 
9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
 

25 26 
 
4:30 pm  
Long Beach Bible Study 

27 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal       

28 
 
2:00 pm The 
Genevieve Kiser 
Seaside Seniors Club 

29 30 
6:00 pm Rev. Lance 
         Farewell Dinner 
            (Miller Hall) 
7:30 pm Concert by 
Tim Battle (Sanctuary) 

Loose Coins Offering this Month will go to: 
 

Southern California Ecumenical Council  



Seaside Community Church, UCC 
22940 Ocean Ave. 
Torrance, CA 90505 
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The Good News is published monthly 

by Seaside Community Church.   
The church is located at the corner of 
230th and Ocean Avenue in Torrance.  

Phone: (310) 375-4441  

 

Minister: Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance 
RevLance@SeasideUCC.org  

Assistant Minister: Rev. Robert Dye  
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 Office Hours:  
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Seaside@SeasideUCC.org 
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Everyone is invited to join us  
for Worship on Sundays at 

9:00 am and 10:30 am  
 

Sunday School and  
Child Care are available 
at the 10:30 service only 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to You and Your Family 
 

 As Church Moderator, I thought I would give you a little update on the happenings at Seaside Church, so we all 
enjoy the excitement that 2010 offers us! 
 First off, on January 30th, we have a concert by Timothy Battle...hopefully, you heard him in church when he played 
with his daughter and wife! He is awesome and it will be a great concert! Prior to the concert, we will be having a Farewell 
Party for Rev. Lance. I hope you can join us. 
 The Search Committee is starting the process of finding an interim minister, with the UCC Southern Calif./Nevada 
Conference. An interim minister can be such a positive influence on us, as it can give us opportunities to try new things and 
start working with new people. We are fortunate though, as Rev. Brad DeFord has agreed to preach on Sundays as needed 
and Rev. Kel Henderson will continue with some of her activities.  
 Miller Hall construction...keep your fingers crossed, as we are close to receiving the city’s final approval on our 
plans for new bathrooms and a new front window! As we know more, you will be updated, but hopefully, construction can 
commence SOON! (You probably thought we had forgotten about it, but no...we had to redo plans with the city...and they 
take a while down there!) 
 Fellowship opportunities, various “jobs” at the church, outreach, etc...these are all important at Seaside, especially 
with a new minister. For our church to be successful in 2010, we need to work together. Please, if you are asked to help, 
find a few minutes in your busy schedule to help out. Fellowship works best if everyone helps…this includes setting up and 
putting away, helping with coffee hour, cleaning the Prayer Garden, etc. If everyone could find 30 mins. once or twice a 
month to help out, the work that would be completed would be wonderful! (Newcomers to the church look to Coffee Hour as 
a time to “size up” the church...how do we size up? When we have one or two people hosting the coffee hour once or twice 
per month, how about the other weeks?) Please, if you see things that need to be done, work with us and help us complete 
it! It is a lot more fun and rewarding to work with lots of people rather than trying to do things by yourself! 
 Church Budget...if you haven’t gotten your pledge cards in, please do so, as the Leadership Council needs to 
finalize the budget. We are trying to determine what we can offer a new minister, and what activities we can continue, but 
we cannot do this without the help of the congregation! 
 Ideas...I am sure that many of you have ideas that could help us have a great 2010...please share those 
suggestions, but be willing also to help with implementing them! 2010 offers many opportunities for our growth, help us 
embrace them and make it successful! 
 Thank you all for helping to make Seaside Church such a wonderful family! Have a wonderful holiday season!          

       -Marsha Bannon , Church Moderator 


