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 I feel very fortunate to have been your Pastor/Teacher here at Seaside Community 
Church (United Church of Christ) in Torrance since January 1994.  You put on a very nice party 
in my honor in November 2008 recognizing 25 years of ordained ministry, and another lovely 
dinner this Saturday as my “farewell.”  I am leaving with good feelings about who we have 
become together over the past 16 years.  With some sadness, I mentioned the names of more 
than 50 funerals of Seaside Church members and friends, and with some pride we noted that the 
congregation has grown from the original 55 members in 1994 to nearly 100 now. 

 
During this last week on the job, I will be moving a lot of boxes of stuff, books and files 

and children sermon items, costumes and music and file cabinets.  Suddenly there will be some 
open shelves in the Church House garage and in the storage sheds, not to mention the Pastor’s 
Study in the church building, ready for a new tenant.  The Search Committee you appointed in 
November will pick an interim minister, who will help the congregation through the transition 
period as you draw up a congregational profile and begin to look for your next Pastor. 

 
We will be explicit during these last two worship services to state the ministerial code of 

conduct that (1) I deal honorably with my successor, that (2) I will not perform pastoral services 
for Seaside Church members without the invitation and consent of your new Interim Minister 
and subsequent Pastor, and that (3) I will not, upon my departure from this position, interfere 
with nor intrude upon the ministry of my successor.  Our friendship aside, we must give the new 
person a chance to build new relationships with you all, without my involvement. 

 
I would like to leave you with these words from the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the 

Thessalonians (1:8):  “So deeply do we care for you, that we were determined to share with you 
not only the Gospel of God, but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to 
us.”   How true that is.  Patty and I have wholeheartedly appreciated these years together as 
members of Seaside Church. 

 
The choir’s final song on Sunday, Feb. 7, will include these lyrics: “Fill your dreams with 

sweet tomorrows.  Never mind what might have been.  May the good Lord bless and keep you, 
till we meet again.” 

FROM THE PASTOR: A Final Message from Rev. Lance… 

Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III, Pastor 
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Seaside Church makes a difference in many lives — through our gifts and our relationships.  This past 
year, once again, our congregation extended support to many Outreach agencies and individuals: 

© Bertha Hartley Fund  $60 Designated Gift and $20 Coins 
© Bread for the World  $50.83 Bertha Hartley Interest  
© Chapman University  $150 as a Partner Church 
© Church World Service  $736 Alternative Market   
© CROP Walk (CWS)  $2,753 donated or raised by Seaside participants    
© Dept. of Child and Family Services $10.91 Other Outreach    
© Emmanuel Orphanage  $1,440 Sponsorships  
© Habitat for Humanity  $345 Alternative Market  
© Harbour Halfway House  $76.50 Other Outreach 
© Heifer International  $1,225 Alternative Market plus $25 Spirit of Hope                     
© Hopi Day School/Hopi Holidays  Provided Christmas gifts for 62 children (estimated value $1,550)  

   gift to school from Korean Congregation $400, 94 additional gifts  
   from Home Depot , United Church of the Valley UCC, and   
   Manhattan Beach Community Church UCC 

© Hopi Holidays Trip  $1,590 Designated Gift 
©  House Building/Nicaragua  $1,480 (and the labor of Ron Ury) plus $100 designated gift  
©  Hurricane Katrina Rebuilding  Craig Thorsen’s volunteer labor 
©  Koinonia  $50.84 Bertha Hartley Interest 
©  Love, INC   $300.50 ($25.50 Coins), designated gifts at Thanksgiving   

    plus 39 Backpacks (estimated $460) and school supplies ($125)  
©  Other Outreach   $63.13 Flowers for shut-ins (donated) 
©  Peppermint Ridge  $76.50 Other Outreach 
©  Philippines Disaster Relief  $200 Matching Fund (to be doubled) 
©  Pilgrim Pines  $100 Capital Campaign                                                                   
©  Process & Faith/Claremont Theology $100 Annual Support 
©  Retirement Housing Foundation  $50.66 Bertha Hartley Interest 
©  1736 Family Services     $76.50 Other Outreach 
©  South Coast Interfaith Council    $200 support, plus $49 Coins  
©  The Guidance Center   $76.50 Other Outreach, plus $49 Coins 
©  Third World Handarts  $76.50 Other Outreach 
 
© Southern California-Nevada Conference/United Church of Christ: - $7,437.50  

 
· Neighbors in Need Offering * $405 ($22 Coins) 
· One Great Hour of Sharing * $636 ($29 Coins) 
· Our Church’s Wider Mission * $4,280 plus $76.50 Other Outreach 
· Per Capita Contributions $1,157 (89  members @ $13) 
· Strengthen the Church *  $404 ($27 Coins) 
· Veterans of the Cross Offering * $479 ($89 Coins)     

          
 * These are the “Five for Five” annual mission offerings of the United Church of Christ through which 
   Seaside supports the Conference, National and International dimension of God’s mission 
 

 
TOTAL Outreach gifts through Seaside in 2009 — over $21,400!   What a wonderful reflection of 
the generosity of  our congregation!  Thank you to everyone for your caring outreach. 
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  In December, loose change  
offerings were directed toward The Bertha Hartley 
Memorial Fund and totaled $20.  
 In January the recipient of our loose coins is  
Southern California Ecumenical Council.   
       February loose coins will directed to One 
Great Hour of Sharing for Haitian Relief. 
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Directory Update 
 

 John Bryant & Joe Lemon 
 1228 Bay View Ave.  
 Wilmington, CA 90744 
 

 H: (310) 872-3760 
 

 johnbryant@jjgreatminds.com  
 joelemon@jjgreatminds.com 
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 Seaside Church has pledged $1,200 this year 
in support of the Emmanuel Orphanage in Mexico. 
We have a budget line item that is being 
supplemented with monies from the Recycling 
Project.   
 

 Scott Bannon has taken over this project. 
Please support Scott’s efforts by continuing to bring 
your aluminum cans, glass bottles (no wine bottles), 
and plastic beverage containers. Milk and milk 
product containers are not acceptable. 
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 Ron Ury will be going on his tenth mission 
trip to Central America from February 24 to 
March 5th. There’s room for you! 
 

 9 people are already signed up from 
Southern California UCC and Disciples of Christ 
congregations.  Any age, male and female. 
 

 Talk to Ron Ury for full details (310) 375-
9660.  It will cost you about $1,550 to take 
part.  You’ll need a passport, of course. 
 

 More information can be obtained from the 
church office, or you can email Larry Hixon: 
larryhixon@yahoo.com. 

Youth News  
 

 This year started off with a great new four part 
bible study curriculum on conflict. The youth group is 
really enjoying it. The theme for this Sunday school 
year is called Rock Solid. 
 

 The Christian Education department and the 
children are putting together a beautiful rock garden. 
On February 14 you are invited during coffee time to 
decorate a love rock to add to the garden.  
 

  The Youth Group Bake Sale on Sunday, 
January 24th was the best. We raised $161.00! A big 
THANK YOU to our  bakers and wonderful 
congregation. The money will be used to help us go to 
Gable House Bowl on Sunday, January 31st for a 
bowling pizza party. The Youth are excited and will 
invite friends to this event. Just another way we share 
God's Love! 
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SEASIDE READING GROUP  
 

Tuesday, February 9th, 
 

7:30 PM  
 

in the Church House 
 

Discussing:  “1000 White Women”  
by Jim Fergus 

 
For more Information call: (310) 375-4441 

Janice Singer 3rd 
Ulla Costa 5th 
R.J. West 11th 
Courtney Gill 13th 
Rev. Bob Dye 18th 

JoAnn Wood 19th 
Alison Gillaspy 22nd 

Marion Smith 22nd 

Liliana Diaz-Brown 24th  
Ron Ury 24th 
Mila Linke 27th 
Mori West 27th  

The Genevieve Kiser  
Seaside Seniors Club 

 
 The group will meet in the Church House 
on Thursday, February 25th at 2:00 pm. All 
men and women over 60 are invited to come and 
share in some great conversation and coffee. 
Bring a friend too! 
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Feb. 7  Reader:  Derek Kendall 
 Greeter:  Mary Ann Kendall  
 Usher:  Kevin Siegfried   
  
Feb. 14 Reader:  Ulla Costa   
 Greeter:  Betsey Eidinoff   
 Usher:  Harvey Eidinoff   
    
Feb. 21 Reader:  Karen Ury  
  Greeter:  Julie O’Connor   
 Usher:  Ron Ury   
 
Feb. 28  Reader:  Janet Robertson  
    Greeter:  The Koike Family   
 Usher:  Dorina Lollino   
 
NOTE: If you can provide refreshments for 
our Coffee Hour one Sunday, please sign up 
during Coffee  Fellowship.  
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Wine, Cheese, & Chat 
 

Friday, February 5 th  at 6:30 pm  
Theme – “Bends in the Road”           

 
“God made the world round, so that we would 
never be able to see too far down the road.” 
Isak Dinesen  
 

 We all know from experience that the 
road we travel will be uncertain and full of 
twists, turns, bumps, and smooth places. 
Along our journey we need to take heart in 
knowing that God walks with us every step 
of the way even though we may not be 
aware of it.  
 

 During this months “Wine, Cheese & 
Chat” the theme will be “Bends in the 
Road”. As always, we will be having an 
open and interactive conversation about 
how God is present and interactive in all 
the directions our lives take us.  Led by 
Rev. Kel Henderson. 
 

Please come, join us, and bring a friend.  
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COUNCIL COMMENTS……                                  by Ulla Costa 
 The month for Love and cupids bearing hearts with words of endearment is here. February is the shortest 
month of the year but the one that gives us the best opportunity to remember the ones we care about the most and 
let them know just how much we do think about them. Happy Valentines Day to all of you. 
 

“FINANCIAL FACTS”   
 Your Council had a very busy meeting in January and much of it was spent formalizing our budget for 
2010. We do thank those of you who sent in their pledges as that was a stumbling block as they couldn’t formalize 
an accurate budget with out them as a “guestimated” budget just doesn’t work. Thank you all and especially Scott 
Bannon and Sara Morrison for work well done. Now we can present it to all of you for your sanction at our 
Congregational Meeting on February 14th. 
 

“MILLER HALL”   
 Very soon you will finally see some action on Miller Hall. It took forever, but we finally got the city to 
approve our modified plan to install the two restrooms in the front entrance and repair the large window in front. 
We will discuss ways to fund the rest of the project as we raised some of the funds. If  anyone still wants to donate 
toward all this, it is not too late, so feel free to help. This will be a wonderful improvement and will benefit all of us 
greatly in many ways.   

 

“FAREWELL” 
 We were able to enjoy a wonderful “Farewell Dinner” in honor of Reverend Paul and Patty Lance on 
January 30th, planned by Mila  and Mori  and their helpers. It was to bid “Adieu” after fifteen years of dedicated 
service. We shall certainly miss the fine sermons and care we have received but we must realize that there are times 
when folks just feel it is time for a change and it may be that is what Seaside needs at this time as well. It brings us 
to a time of reflection and an opportunity to look into options for possible improvement in some areas. Let’s 
continue with an optimistic view and wish Patty and Paul the very best and success in their future. We will 
certainly miss you.  God Bless You and our prayers go with you   

 

 In the meantime, I wish all of you the best in life and keep our Church and everyone in prayer as well as the 
whole world, especially our sisters and brothers down in Haiti. Until next time, 

“BLESS US-- EVERYONE” 
You’re Sister in Christ 

 Ulla Costa 

Welcome New Members! 
 
 We want to welcome 4 new members at Seaside 
Church: Donna Bell 
(she is the proud new 
adopted parent of 
Xander), Kaoru 
Koike (she has Kaito 
and Narumi and 
husband, Koichi), and 
Cynthia Snell and 
Bryn Turner (parents 
of Micah). We are so 
happy & excited to 
have you all as part of 
our church family. 

Coffee Hour! Help! 
 

 We need more help with Coffee Hour 
Fellowship after the 2nd service! Thanks goes to 
Patricia Flack, Karen Ury, and Mary Ann Kendall 
for providing refreshments on some of the Sundays 
for the past few months. We have a sign up 
sheet...couldn’t you sign up to bring some cookies 
& juice for one Sunday every month or so? Marsha 
Bannon makes the coffee, puts it in pump pots, so 
all that is required is to bring the goodies, and 
clean up afterwards (including rinsing the pump 
pots out & returning them to the Church House). 
This is such a special time to visit with church 
members but to be successful, everyone needs to 
take a part in it. Thank you! 
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 It was suggested that I try embracing something I did several years ago and I‘m not sure why I 
discontinued doing it but I do feel it will give us a chance to get better acquainted. I will be developing 
biographies of our Church members and writing them in the newsletter. It will be interesting to know where 
they came from, how they met and what their lives have been like. I will try to get information on one or two 
families each month and help us get better acquainted with each other. I will not be covering  as much in line 
with our Council but will still chose some of the items to comment on such as encourage prayer time  and 
caring for each other. It is important to remember those in need of our prayers so please try to follow through 
on this. I do hope you all like this idea of doing biographies of our Seaside Families as I really want to continue 
doing it. I do love to write and what better than doing something that is informative? Now for my first Seaside 
Biography.  

 “THE BANNON FAMILY” 
 A Seaside family that really needs no introduction is Marsha and Scott Bannon but, how much do we 
really know about them? They have both been very active in the life of Seaside, so let’s find out about their 
background.  
 Scott was born in Elmhurst, Illinois and Marsha Knight was born in Rumford Maine. They were both 
well educated as Marsha earned her Bachelor of Science in Physical Therapy from Boston University and Scott, 
his Bachelor of Science in Business at the University of Northern Colorado in Greely. Soon Marsha decided to 
move to Colorado to be a “ski bum” and teach skiing for a year or so while working as a physical therapist. 
Marsha’s sister, Nancy, lived in Denver and allowed Marsha to stay with them. Nancy and her husband had two 
boys and had talked about someone by the name of Scott Bannon. For years he was the boys’ swim instructor 
and swim coach for several summers and they thought he was wonderful. So when Marsha moved there, Scott 
asked her out as a favor for her sister and Marsha said “yes” to get out of her sisters hair for a night or two. One 
thing led to another and they fell in love and were married a little over a year later. 
 They moved to California in 1984 when Scott was offered a job with TRW. It was supposed to be a 
temporary move and they would move back to Colorado in two years or so,  however they stayed on and made 
it a permanent move. Scott eventually ended up as Pricing Manager at Northrop which involves figuring out 
how much those big satellites cost to make etcetera. (No wonder that he does such a terrific job with our 
budget.) In the meantime, Marsha has had a physical therapy business going with the emphasis on rehabilitating 
folks with stroke and brain injuries. She is also building her “Mary Kay Skin Care/ Color Cosmetics” business 
as a Director! So, if you need any therapy or excellent cosmetics, you can see Marsha and she will be of 
service.  
 After coming to California, they were blest with two wonderful children, Brett, who is now twenty three 
and Erica who is twenty. They were both born at Little Company of Mary Hospital. Brett graduated from San 
Diego State University with a Bachelor of Science in Finance and is working at “24 Hour Fitness” and loves it. 
Erica is a Junior at Chapman University with a major in “Theatre Arts” and a minor in “Event Planning”. It has 
been a joy watching these two young people grow up and mature for the past thirteen years. They are both 
wonderful and outstanding additions to our Seaside Family… 
 The special interests or hobbies of the family include Marsha’s continued love for snow skiing although 
Southern California is “cramping” her style. Scott is a sports lover and he is a hockey fan as well as baseball 
and football and they all have Season Tickets to see the “Anaheim Ducks”  
 All in all, they seemed to have had a wonderful and very active life. They have a lovely home not far 
from Seaside on 234th Street. We are so fortunate to have the Bannon family as part of our Church Family and 
now it is wonderful to feel we know them a lot better than we did. Thank you Marsha and Scott for sharing 
these moments of your life with us. Keep up the good work and God Bless you and your family.  
         
          —Ulla Costa 

SEASIDE BIOGRAPHY—The Bannon Family  by Ulla Costa 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

4 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 

5  
 
 
6:30 pm Women’s 
Wine, Cheese & 
Chat Group 

6 
 
 

7 Communion Sunday 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
     
 
 

8 
 

9 
                  
 
 

10 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

11 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
 
 
 

12 
 

 
 

13 

14  Rev. Brad DeFord, Guest Minister 
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
11:30 am Congregational Meeting 
  
 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Seaside Reading Group 
         (in the Church House) 
 

17 
 
 
7:30 pm Ash Wednesday 
   Service w/Rev. Henderson 
8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal       

18 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 Rev. Brad DeFord, Guest Minister 
  9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
  

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal       

25 
8:30 am Holy Grounds 
                 Coffee Hour 
2:00 pm Genevieve 
Kiser Seaside Seniors 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28  
 9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 
 

      

Loose Coins Offering this Month will go to: 
  

One Great Hour of Sharing (Haitian Relief) 



Seaside Community Church, UCC 
22940 Ocean Ave. 
Torrance, CA 90505 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
DATED MATERIAL 

 
The Good News is published monthly 

by Seaside Community Church.   
The church is located at the corner of 
230th and Ocean Avenue in Torrance. 

 

Phone: (310) 375-4441 
 

 

Minister : Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance 
RevLance@SeasideUCC.org 

 

Assistant Minister: Rev. Robert Dye  
Minister of Emerging Ministries: 

Rev. Kel Henderson 
 

 Office Hours:  
Monday thru Thursday 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Editor/Publisher: 
Natalie Taylor 

Seaside@SeasideUCC.org 
 

Writing Contributions: 
Ulla Costa 

Karen Ury 
Marsha Bannon 

 

Everyone is invited to join us  
for Worship on Sundays at 

9:00 am and 10:30 am  
 

Sunday School and  
Child Care are available 
at the 10:30 service only 
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