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| NICARAGUATRIP: FEB 24 TO MARCH 5, 2010 By Ron Ury I

This was the eleventh journey (my 10th), to Central
America of an annual work team sponsored by a partnezboip
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and theted
Church of Christ. This year’s group was comprised of ten
people. We were met at the Managua Airport by CEPA@Mte
coordinators Luis "Uno" Antonio Vasquez Pineda, and Luiss"Do
Alberto Bravo, and our van driver, Luis "Tres".

The challenge this year was to help with reforestation in
the Samulali area of Nicaragua, specifically at CEPABA
CEPAD Model Farm/Center. The surrounding hillsides arelgnos
covered with sparse grassy vegetation. Much of the rhinofsg
off, eroding the soils and the water is soon lost. Availgtol
adequate good drinking water is a common problem in Nicarag
The long term effect of the reforestation will be thadre moisture
is retained in the soil, resulting in more water seemitmythe underlying aquifers,
resulting in more drinking water in the wells.

We were tasked with making potting soil, a mixture ofdsalirt, and cow manure
gathered from the adjacent cow pasture. The potting soilheasscooped into small bags
which would later have the tree seeds planted. Aftetipgaozens of bags, part of the
group begin placing Mahogany seeds inside them. We eVlgrnileced tree seeds in 1500
bags. These would be nurtured in the next few weeks andels that germinated into
saplings would be subsequently planted on the hillsides.

As always, these trips to Central America have beenifiteresting, and
rewarding for me. This is the fourth time we have be#h Norman, our work leader,
Chipita, our cook and hostess, and Jessica, their dau§btee tears from Chipita as we
were saying our goodbye's reminded me of the book "Three CUg=sofThe book's title
is derived from a saying of people living in Pakistath& remote valleys of the Himalaya
Mountains. The saying is as follows: "The first time yvimk tea at my house, you are a
guest. The second time you are a friend. The third tirnedyiok tea at my house, you are family." | suspect many i
our group are starting to have the feellng that Normaipit@hand Jessica are part of our families.

g | find that living conditions and economic conditions for mog
g% of the people living in what we consider third world coigstican be a

& 8 rather abstract concept for me when in the US. Whenarsee

§ experience how life really is for many of the people ofvloeld, many

@ people living in small shacks beside the road, no indoaniplug

8 cvident, people pushing carts or carrying firewood or wats along
R the road, | am jolted back to reality and the feelihthe need to

i somehow help in whatever way | can. | have also found that

preconceived notions have a way of being shattered sonsettioe

i example, Luis "Dos" is a 21 year old tough looking, muscilatino

! young man. His mother was 15 when he was born. He never knew

[
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who

i his father was. He grew up in Managua, a tough city enttless
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slums and economic deprivation. With that background
would assume that he would be a raging gang banger i
was from south central LA. It turns out, he is not only
bilingual, he will be completing his degree in computer
science at the University this year. He is so tough and
muscular because he is a nationally ranked wrestler an
competing for a spot on the Nicaragua wrestling team f
competition in the Pan American Games later this yiear|
top it off, as we were riding in the van towards the CBP
farm, | noticed that his recreational reading was
Shakespeare's Hamlet. | have never seen anyone
recreationally reading Hamlet before in my life. My new
preconceived notion.... If half the youth in the US were
accomplished as Luis, it would be a great leap forvi@rd
this country.

Working on a reforestation project was a new
experience for me. Thinking about the benefits of our
work, we realize that the trees will mature in 30 or éfrg,
long after many of us have passed away. In a way this
thought about the tree planting can be considered a
metaphor for the thoughts from a prayer attributed to
Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero, who was assassini
in El Salvador in 1980; "... It helps now and then to stef
back and take the long view. The Kingdom is not only
beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. We
accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the
enterprise that is God's work. We cannot do everythtng.
may be incomplete, but it is a beginning. An opportunity
the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest....".

During the discussion our last evening in
Nicaragua, Luis "Uno" offered a Franciscan Blessing, a
"Blessing as you go Home":

May God bless you with DISCOMFORT !
Discomfort at easy answers, half truths, and sup&ific
relationships, so that you may live deep within your heg

May God bless you with ANGER ! Anger at
injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, soyiba
may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless you with TEARS ! Tears to shed
those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and w
so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them,
turn their pain into joy.

And may God bless you with FOOLISHNESS !
Enough foolishness to believe that you can make a
difference in this world, so that you can do what others
claim cannot be done.

May God bless you. Amen.
Ron Ury
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The following are either on stage or involved in
the production of Mame:
Seaside member Cynthia Snell ,

far  Friends Patty & Jerry Bennett , Connie
3 Boswell , and Roy & Colleen Okida .
nd

COUCH NEEDED

Seaside is looking for a smaller couch for the
Church House. One that will fit the space better ajpg
be easier to get off of. If you have a couch that y¢u
would like to donate or trade please contact the
church office: (310) 375-4441. Thank you!




Karen Ury, Outreach Coordinator I

Seven Seasiders have already Blood Drive
committed themselves to the 10K CROP is scheduled for
WALK in Redondo Beach o8aturday May _
15th in support of hunger relief world-wide. April 2, 2010

from 12:00 pm—6:00 pm
Patricia Flack, Tommy & Tori Ko

and their friend Blane, Lynda Leatherman, | | If you are a regular blood donor please be awarg]tf
Dorina Lollino, and Karen Ury are looking this opportunity will be coming up this Friday.
for sponsors. o A .
P Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
Hopefully Harvey Eidinoff, Janet 26438 Crenshaw Blvd., RHE
Robertson, and Ginger Simmswho have Location: Wesley Hall

walked with us in the paswill join our ranks
again this year.

If you would like to sign up and walk,
please speak to Karen Ury (310) 375-9660.

You will hear more about CROP in the
May edition of “The Good News”

14

In February, $82was
collected in “loose coins”March coins will be
combined with that amount, and donate¢Htotian
Relief.

As of March 14, $465 has been received for
One Great Hour Sharing, our Lenten Offering.

April “loose coins” will be directed t&736
Family Services.

Recycling Project

Thank youScott Bannon for our ongoing recycling program. Thanks to Scott
collecting bottles and cans at his workplace, as well as a few metabeng in bags to
be recycled, we have made over $100 for the Immanuel Orphanage in Mexico alie
year! How about you...do you work in a place that you could put a recycling bag or 4
somewhere near the cafeteria so people would put their cans or bottles in andlgiou ¢
take them to be recycled and donate the money to our mission? We can all helpswitly
worthwhile project!

nat
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Wine, Cheese, & Chat
Friday, April 16th at 6:30 pm

Theme: “How can my logical brain
talk to my spiritual heart?”

“When the day of Pentecost came, the disciples were
gathered in one place when suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting. They saw wh
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came
rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the HQ
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them.” Acts 2

This narrative is one of numerous accounts
the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit. It is als
one of numerous events that leave the reader in
speculation as to the actual happenings of the day
How did God really manifest into wind and fire and
come upon the disciples? What does it mean to bg
filled with the Holy Spirit? During this month’s wine|
and cheese we will be continuing to explore the va
topic of spirituality by asking the question of how
logic effects our ability to experience God’s Holy
Spirit.

The Wine & Cheese gathering is an open
discussion group. All thoughts, comments, and ide
are listened to and treated with respect. Women
enjoy atmosphere of love and support while they
share their views and experiences on the evening’
topic. Led by Rev. Kel Henderson.

SEASIDE READING GROUP

Tuesday, April 13th, g

7:30 PM
in the Church House
Discussing: “The Jewel of Medina”
by Sherry Jones

For more Information call: (310) 375-4441
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Marsha Bannon b
Koichi Koike 2
Marilyn James 8
John Tucker 1%
David Doss 15
Narumi Koike 18
Jennifer Morrison 18
Carlesha Woodard 21
Mirko Sekulic 24
Cynthia Snell 24
Ramtin Khalafi 28
Lauren Rixey 2
Richard Sherman I8
Kristen Watson 20
Patty Lance 29
Alec West 28

Apr4  Reader: Derek Kendall
Greeter: Mary Ann Kendall
bs Usher: Bill Carney
Apr 11 Reader: Patricia Flack
8 Greeter: Bernice Rose
Usher: Dorina Lollino
Apr 18 Reader: Jane Beal
Greeter: The Koike Family
Usher: Ron Ury
Apr 25 Reader: Cynthia Snell

|

Greeter: Julie O’'Connor
Usher: Bryn Turner

NOTE: If you can provide refreshments for our Coffee
Hour one Sunday, please sign up during Coffee
Fellowship.
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women over 60 are invited to come and share in s

The Genevieve Kiser Seaside SeniorsiltCI

The group will meet in the Church Hous¢
n Thursday, April 29th at 2:00 pm. All men and

reat conversation and coffee.
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COUNC”_ COMMENTS ...... by Ulla Costa

What a beautiful season we are in-- Easter THm&Christ is born-- He is born
indeed!” How wonderful it is to be able to repeat thiseagain.

Seaside is truly in a time of transition, and it washsgood news that your Pastoral Search Committee

became the group to locate an Interim Minister whofered will be wonderful to assist us in eventually fimgla
permanent minister to serve us. We were unanimous idexision to call this wonderful person, Reverend G

ail

Benson to serve Seaside at this time. She will be #&blstart right after Easter. We found her to be very
knowledgeable and in complete understanding of where Seasadehis time. She has been fully trained in the

position she has been hired for. We are decidedly in befaer position financially and spiritually than we wir
|

eighteen years ago. Our little church will thrive and flshuif we continue to work together and look at everyth
with a positive mind. “When God is for us, who can bergjais?” Our future is bright.

The other items | wish to mention include praise for Gauncil Moderator Marsha Bannon. Much of the

affairs and decisions have fallen on her shoulders lamdssdoing a fantastic job of taking care of so muclmgduy
this time. Actually, | cannot think of a better persorb®in that position, she is wonderful. Another thingt

deserves recognition is the manner Reverend Bob Dye haddieeg care of the liturgy for our worship services

and his expertise at doing out Communion Service. AlseiRed Brad De Ford has been presenting exce

sermons that have been very pertinent to our situasowell as our Lenten Season. We are so blest todwaye

many wonderful and talented folks who are willing to shdmeir talents with us. We were also pleased to ¢

again enjoy a sermon by Reverend Mary Ellen Kilsby onc@T". It was a joy to have her in our pulpit onge

ng

lent

nce

again. We thank Genevieve Kiser for taking over thenpigpto get you wonderful people to serve as Usqers,

Greeters and Readers. It does so much for our tim@iighip to have all of you helping. It takes all of us king
together to keep Seaside running well. Thank you.
| continue to ask everyone to continue the prayaisfagel Acts as they really do help. The other
coordinators can add more concerning their areas. So Iremai
Your Sister in Christ.
Ulla Costa

April Youth News MILLER HALL UPDATE

April is here and the youth at Seaside are reddy - Have you been watching the
to enjoy the spring! We are still learning how to deal progress with our bathrooms in

with conflicts and overcoming stress. This month, Biole “nin] Miller Hall? Wayne Matthews, our
sessions will focus on conflict with authority. CONSTRUETION) - \tractor ' tells us that things’are

OnEaster Sunday, April 4th, plan to stay after |[moving along smoothly and we will have the
church for some fun activities. We will have Baster | [bathrooms finished within a couple of months!
Egg Hunt anda Jumper will be provided. How many years have we waited for these worgs

God has blessed with so much on this earth Ihlat
on Sunday, April 18th, the youth is planning to have
Pot Luck Picnic following the 10:30am church servic
in honor ofEarth Day (April 22). We will make lunch, GARAGE SALE UPDATE
sit on the grass and play games as we fellowship ang The date of the Garage Sale has been moved
share love. Don’t miss out o the fun! Be there and bfifigaturday, April 24th. Tish Carneyis organizing this

iy
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a friend. event. Please contact her or the office (310-375-4441) if

you are available to help sort and price items. Also,
there is room in the garage if you want to start bripg|n
items to store.

Be glad and rejoice for the Lord will do great things.
Joel 2:21




E APRIL 2010

Seaside Biography - The Linke Family by Ulla Costa

This month, we are delving into the history of the leifamily Mila, Rudi, Dylan and Randi.

Mila was born in Gardena with her twin sister Mdier family loved to be outdoors and most we¢

ends, you would find them camping and running their “bird degdield trials around the state. Mila’s fathe
trained German Shorthair Pointers, and both the lgivisd being with the dogs and camping outside. Mila W
a Girl Scout from Kindergarten through high school, and agssstant leader of a very rowdy troop of Catho
Middle School girls while she went to college. Latesth she and her sister would become Girl Scout lead
their own daughter’s troop.

Rudi was born in Wiesbaden. Germany, and came to thedJ8tates with his Mom. After they arrive
here, they ended up in El Paso, Texas. She sent Rugdirlp elementary school in El Paso. When he w
around nine, his Mom (now a single Mom with three kidg} emwonderful man. This fellow had never beg
married but he decided that he would like to becomenatant Father of three young kids and to marry
German woman whose English was still a little shalhe family got a perfect Dad.

Rudi’'s family then moved to El Segundo to be near LAX his Dad worked for Continental Airlines.

Rudi made a lot of life long friends and ran track inhheghool, which led to a scholarship to Cal Poly Sas L
Obispo.

While Rudi was attending Cal Poly, Mila was attendirgnd. Beach State. In her last year, Mila an
Rudi met while there on campus while out with frientteraling a concert. They started dating and Rudi w
on to become an Engineer at (then) TRW and Mila be@Designer. At twenty, she founded her own desi
company in Norwalk. In her mid twenties she was ableawetryearly to Europe and enjoyed visiting all th
countries from Finland to the very southern part of Spaeiuding side trips to Yugoslavia and Turkey. Wit
the wanderlust out of her system, Rudi and Mila redreind settled in Torrance. Their son Dylan was borr
1988 and Mila was told that she would not be able to have apychddren and they moved to Palos Verdes
be close to her sister and Dylan’s cousins. Right afiring, she became pregnant with their daughter Ra
and while born a preemie, she grew up healthy and happy.faindly joined Seaside seventeen years ago &
Mila was on the search committee that called Revkt@mce to be our Pastor.

The kids are now twenty one and thirteen. The fastillyenjoys watching Dylan play baseball as he
on the team at El Camino College. Youth sports was géig of their growing up. Rudi has coached oV
twenty six different teams, and now, he cannot go tdaite market without hearing someone say. “Hi thel
Coach.” Randi has found her passion playing the violin anghit of the orchestra at her middle school. T
family still lives in Palos Verdes and both kids dite at home. Recently everyone was delighted when'&ug
Dad moved in with them. Rudi retired four years ago andkdeps the house in order, takes Randi to |
activities, and manages to squeeze in a little golf nodvthen. Mila is busy with her business, her Girl Scg
Troop and still loves to travel but now it is mostly feer work. Assignments have taken her several timeg
China and Taiwan. It is a busy life but they wouldn¥éd& any other way.

Mila has always been very active at Seaside, and g@sermty is our Fellowship Coordinator on ol
Leadership Council. She and her sister, Mori, have deanany Church luncheons and dinners as well as all
major celebrations such as our Lighthouse Awards Dinmefolks who have given special services to tl
church or neighborhood, and Reverend Lance's farewell diffiter old saying that “If you want somethin
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done, you ask a busy person”, certainly applies to Mila.aN¢ so fortunate to be able to include the Linke

family in our Seaside Family. They are all remarkalble a terrific addition to our church.

Blessings to all of you and thank you for just bejiag.
Ulla Costa




$$ %&

April 2010 F57

ik W

Sun Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 | § 2 Good Friday 3
. . . . . . 8:30 am Holy Grounds o
Loose Coins Offering this Month will go to: 1736 Family Services Czﬁee vour | 12Pm—6pm Blood
Drive at Rolling
Hills United
7:30 pm Maundy Methodist Church
Thursday Service
8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
4 Easter Sunday 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 8:30 am Holy Grounds
ﬁgg am \Ié\lortshipéSen/icet and Sunday School 6:00 pm Bible Study Coffee Hour
oY am Baster £gg fun w/Rev. Robert Dye
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 8:30 am Holy Grounds
9:45 am “Twixt” Breakfast 7:30 pm Seaside Reading Group Coffee Hour
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School (in the Church House) 6:00 pm Bible Study
6:30 pm Women'’s
w/Rev. Robert Dye Wine. Cheese &
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal| Chat Group
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 8:30 am Holy Grounds Seaside Garage Salg
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School 6:00 pm Leadership Coffee Hour
11:30 am Youth Pot Luck Picnic . .
Council Meeting | 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
25 26 27 28 29 30
9:00 am “Jump Start” Worship Service 8:30 am Holy Grounds

10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School

Coffee Hour
2:00 pm Seaside Seniors
6:00 pm Bible Study
w/Rev. Robert Dye
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal




IVIH3A1VIN d31vd
a31sand3d NOILOIYHOD SSIHaAav

G0S06 VO ‘@ouello] -

20N ‘yaInyd Anunwwo) apiseas

AJuo 82InA18s OE:0T 8yl e
a|ge|rene are ared plyd
pue j00yds Aepuns
we 0g:0T pue we 00:6
1e sAepuns uo diysiopn 1oy
sn uiol 01 paiAul sI suoAlang

lojayoreg ano
uosJIapuaH 9y ‘AeY
uouueg eysIep
AN uoy
AN uaey
€)S0D B|iN
:suonngLIuo)D Bunupn

B10'DDNapIsess @apiseas
Jojke] alereN

:laysiignd/ionp3

wd 00:zZ 01 we 00:0T Aepli4
wd Q0:€g 01 we 00:0T
Aepsinyl niyl Aepuon
'SInoH 8210

UOSIapUaH |9 ‘AaY
:sauisiul Buibiawi3 Jo JaisIuIN

ak@ Yagoy "ASY :ISISIUIN JURISISSY

Tvy¥-GL€ (0T€) :dUOYd
bueLIO | Ul 9NUBAY UeadQ pue YI0EZ
1@ JBUI0D Byl Te paredo| SI Yyainyd ayL

‘yoinyd Allunwwo) apiseas Aq
[yruow paysiignd sI SMaN poo9 ayL

~
9

"OAY Uea20 016¢c

>N

What Does Easter Mean to You?

Our church recognizes Easter as a
time of resurrection and new growth! Jes

was crucified but then he was resurrected

and given a whole new life, so that we
could be forgiven and have new meaning
our life. Don’t you find it wonderful that
our Seaside Church is also going throug
renewal during this Easter season? We |
a new pastor, Rev. Gayle Benson startin
after Easter, new bathrooms in Miller Ha
new people attending our services, etc.!
find that people around Seaside are
showing new enthusiasm, and | am anxig
for Rev. Benson to join us and help us s¢
things in new ways!

From your Moderator,
Marsha Bannon

Please join us as we welcome
our Interim Minister,

"> Rev. Gayle Benson

L (o Sunday April 11th
“Twixt” Breakfast
in Miller Hall
(following the 9:00am service)
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helf you are attending the 10:30 am service 3
can arrive early to help set up tables, etc.,
you attend the 9:00 am service and can s

after the breakfast to help clean up, pleasg
Natalie know: (310) 375-4441.
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